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The World War II Effort 

During World War II, with many young men and women serving in the military, 

the La Crescent Community Club, a group of volunteers, created a newsletter to 

local men and women in military service.  In return, the service men and women 

wrote back to the volunteers, sharing information that would be published in 

subsequent newsletters. 

The newsletters, mailed monthly to 80 or more individuals, were written by a 

variety of people including Ed Hurley and Mrs. Georgia Fay, mother of Gordon 

and Hugh.  Each newsletter recapped “hometown” events news from the service 

men and women.  Not everyone on the mailing list sent a letter back, but the 

Community Club wanted all of them to feel closer to home. 

At first, Community Club volunteers typed the newsletters on manual 

typewriters with layers of carbon paper to make copies.  An “e” often looked like 

an “o” because the ink gummed up on the striking key.  Eventually, local 

organizations stepped forward to offer their gestetner and ditto machines.  

Because of the war effort, volunteers did not use high quality paper, which 

eventually led to many pages yellowing or the ink fading over the years.   

1995 Exhibit 

On the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, Julie Zuehlke and a crew of 

volunteers assembled the newsletters and letters for an exhibit at Gittens-Leidel 

Post 595 American Legion.  Because the letters were fragile, the volunteers re-

typed each one in a uniform format.  After the exhibit, Zuehlke donated her 

research and the work of the volunteers to the La Crescent Area Historical 

Society, where all of the letters and newsletters are archived. 

 

                                                         2020 

During the week of Veterans Day 2020, to commemorate the 75th anniversary of 

the war’s end, the exhibit was displayed for the public in the Legion Room of the 

La Crescent Event Center.    
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 WORLD WAR II NOTES 

World War II began in Europe in late 1939 after Germany invaded Poland. 

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in December 1941 and the U.S. entered the war. 

U.S. troops fought in Europe, the Pacific, and also the North Atlantic and North Africa. 

 

The newsletters are dated between November 1944 and December 1945. 

D-Day was June 6, 1944.  The U.S. defeated Japanese forces in the Philippine Sea. 

The Battle of the Bulge began on December 16, 1944 in Belgium. 

Berlin fell in May 1945.  U.S. dropped atomic bombs on Japan in August 1945. 

Japan surrenders in September 1945. 

For additional context, search the U.S. Library of Congress:  loc.gov  
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This mailing list was created in 

1995 based on a set of index 

cards that the Community Club 

used to keep up with address 

changes.  The original index 

cards are in the archives of the 

La Crescent Area Historical 

Society. 
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ABOUT THE LACRESCENT AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

We provide community outreach through the History Center, Apple Museum, and  

activities that celebrate the area’s history and heritage. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 193 

La Crescent MN 55947 

Phone 

(507) 895-1857 

Email 

Lahs1857@gmail.com 

Web 

lacrescenthhistory.org 

On Facebook 

 

The History Center and Apple Museum 
328 South 3rd Street in La Crescent 
 

OUR PURPOSE 
To preserve and celebrate the area’s history 

 an active accession process, accepting, storing, and displaying documents, photographs, 

books, clothing, equipment, and other artifacts, which already account for over 12,000 

items 

 accessible two-building museum space for our collection 

 assistance to individuals with La Crescent or family research 

 community outreach that includes speaking to community groups, collaborating with other 

organizations and businesses, assisting with Applefest and other special events, and 

historical walking tours 

 a 501(c)(3) organization 

mailto:Lahs1857@gmail.com

