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The World War Il Effort

During World War II, with many young men and women serving in the military,
the La Crescent Community Club, a group of volunteers, created a newsletter to
local men and women in military service. In return, the service men and women
wrote back to the volunteers, sharing information that would be published in
subsequent newsletters.

The newsletters, mailed monthly to 80 or more individuals, were written by a
variety of people including Ed Hurley and Mrs. Georgia Fay, mother of Gordon
and Hugh. Each newsletter recapped “hometown” events news from the service
men and women. Not everyone on the mailing list sent a letter back, but the
Community Club wanted all of them to feel closer to home.

At first, Community Club volunteers typed the newsletters on manual
typewriters with layers of carbon paper to make copies. An “e” often looked like
an “0” because the ink gummed up on the striking key. Eventually, local
organizations stepped forward to offer their gestetner and ditto machines.
Because of the war effort, volunteers did not use high quality paper, which
eventually lead to many pages yellowing or the ink fading over the years.

1995 Exhibit

On the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, Julie Zuehlke and a crew of
volunteers assembled the newsletters and letters for an exhibit at Gittens-Leidel
Post 595 American Legion. Because the letters were fragile, the volunteers re-
typed each one in a uniform format. After the exhibit, Zuehlke donated her
research and the work of the volunteers to the La Crescent Area Historical
Society, where all of the letters and newsletters are archived.

2020

During the week of Veterans Day 2020, to commemorate the 75t anniversary of
the war’s end, the exhibit was displayed for the public in the Legion Room of the
La Crescent Event Center.

Letters Home
©2021 La Crescent Area Historical Society

Volume 2 — Newsletters - Page 2



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Newsletters
NOVEMDET 1944 ... e e e 4-6
DeCemMDbBEr 1944 ..ottt e e e e 7-9
JANUATY 1945 e e s e s 10-13
February 1945 ... e e e e e e en e e 14-17
MaArCh TO45 ... e e e e e e e e e er e e e e 18-20
APTILTO4S .o e e e e e s 21-24
MaAY 1945 ..ottt e e e e rer e e e e n e s 25-27
JUNE 1945 et e e e et e ae s e e e e 28-30
JULY TO45 ettt e e et e et e e s 31-33
AUGUSE 1945 oo e e 34-36
September 1945 ... e 37-40
0o 0] 0 1=l S 2 ST 41-42
NOVEMDEr 1945 ... .. e e e e e 43-45
December 1945 ... e e e e 46-47
About the Historical Society............cccooiiiiiin i e 48

NOTE

The quality and readability of the newsletters vary. An “e” will often look like an “0” because the ink
gummed up on manual typewriter keys and often needed cleaning. Because of the war effort, volunteers
did not use high quality paper, so many pages have yellowed or the ink faded. At first, Community Club
volunteers typed the newsletters with layers of carbon paper to make copies. Eventually, local
organizations stepped forward to offer their gestetner and ditto machines.
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la Crescent, !innesota
November 9, 1944

At the first fnll meeting of the la Crescent Community Club it was
deoided that a news lettor would be sent to all our boys and girls in the service.
(Inoidentally, 70 fellows and guls represent our town in the armod foroes). By
using the method of passing out slips of poper at the meeting, vurious and sundry
typos of news items wore turned in, and we've tried to assemble them in an inter~
esting mnner for you. e may jump from one news flash to another, but bear with
us for its nll "the truth, the whole truth, and nothin' but the truth,"

SPORTS MEWS: Just in case your sweltering in tropical heat of the
8. W. PnoifTo, or olinging to your woolies in the Aloutinns, or sleeping on
orusty frogen ground in the European thoatre, don't give up tho ship because you
can look forward to our tynical booutiful fall scosons around La Crosoont in
the very near future. This yoar has boen outstanding for lovely weathor and the
usual colorful artistry that Mothor Nature alwoys manugos to displuoy. On the firsé”
day of November we wore nll wearing light summor conts, no hats, mittons, goolecshes,
oto., and no nead for roaring furnace fires to duto, To you hunters who are long~
ing to be around hore thoso days, roports state that pame is vory scare this year ~
80 choor up, mybo the ducks aro wmiting for your return horo to give you more of
o chase during the season,  Rurthor sports nows are that Walleyed pike are biting
thoso doys, and huntors aro counting their sholls for the ducr scason soon to
open,” Out whoro you follows aro hunting its onen sonson yoar 'round, we under~
stand, and wo'ro hoping you "bag" planty of those Gorman and Jap birds that
happon across your path, Along with our sports report comos nows that the Rod
and Gun Club has boon reorgenizod with Nathan Randcll as tho now presidont. They
sponsored a Hallowoon Dance at Carroll's October 30th,

For you formor football onthusiasts end plavors « Contral High School
is tho chompionship toam to date with an undefontud record. Thoy took Aquinas
with a scoro of 2f-20, and the City Championship pcme with logen by a score of
13-0,

The bowling loagues aro going "full blast", and tho GOOD bowlers who
are in the sorvice are cortainly missed. Art Gittons finally joined up and ie
learning to throw a mean ball, Snys Art: "Must not bo mean onough by the looks
of my average," Time will %cll,

GENERAL VILIAGE COS”"IP: From the romantic side, wo make 'mention of
Vio Leidel's marriage to Gladys Usvnton at tho Cargil Homu. They are living in the
Leidel home, whilo Mr, and lra. Il nry Leidel have purchesed and noved into the
John Welch home,

Claronco Votsoch is doing a good job of opurating €he Tooterville Trolley,
(The Riverside Rus Line) botween La Crosoent ond la Crosse, Claronoco has
decidod to nome the strouts of our town so that he can call his stops just 1ike
thoy do in the "bip towme," Thus far he is ealling tho etreot running past the
post office - Wilshire Boulovard, hecause of the similarity it bears to the boule=-
vard of the same namo in Los Angoles stutted with palm trocs, (Strictly corny
humor). Any suggostions for avenue titles from vyou “oys to Claronce will be
approciated, .
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Our town has been flooded vith rock dust for the past weeks because of
the 77,000 yards of crushed rock that is being hauled from the Lautz hill to the
Fronch Island Airport. The nightly blasting of the rock roars throughout tom
giving the semblance of a bombing attack in our own back yard, ¥e imagine, however,
that the bombing you fellows aro staging "over thero" is a 1little more rugged and
destructive than this mild stuff at home - eh?

Lo Cresccnt contributed £285 to the annunl War Fund drive., The eivilian
defense women conducted the drive, and while collecting money in their respective
soctions about tom (thoro are six sections with three or more workors to a sec~
tion) they brought tho cddresscs of the poople in service up to date, Just in ease
any of you want current addresses of some of your La Creseent friends, drop a line
to tho Community Club and we'll be glad to furnish you with this information, The
surgienl dressing f11 allotment has been completed, La Crescent women have earned
a roputation in Houston County for their exocellent work along these lines, Bill
Loclksrood 1s woll again and walking without the aid of & cruteh or cane, He sends
his "hello" to all of you out thore., LeRoy Luther dexls in second-hand cards and
operates the vegetable and fruit stand "under the hill," Re garding the la Cres-~
oent night 1ife, Carroll's and the Commodore are doing their usual thriving busi-
ness acoommodating poople from La Crosse and surrownding area. Tho @Gommodore has
added a new wing which will result in a larger dining room and kitchens

REAL ESTATE CHANGES: A number of homes have been sold and people havo
been doing Thelr M1l moving getting settled for the on-set of winter, Bd Gittens
sold his home to Leo Loechler's brother-in-law, ond Ed bought the Leo B§wman house,
Adrian Umbergsr sold his place to Mise Emmn Schlabach and moved to Mitneapolis,
¥r. and Mrs. Bob Fanke ooccupy the house and Mrs. Panko assists at the telephone
office in place of Mrs. Umborger, who keeps house for A drian, The Ames' sold
their home to a Dr, Ashworth of La Crosse, and they have built a now house across
from Harris' stores, The Van Loon's bought o cottage at Engle Bluff and have
constructed it for year-round living, John Walters bought the George Farrell
home in Pine Creek, Hec moved it on a lot acrees from the Justin place (the
old Smith Wildwood) and sold it to Aloysuis Corcoran. Bill Carroll bought the
Yohe house, has modernized it and his mother will oceupy one apartment, Henry
Abnet, Jr, has made finc and oxténsive repairs on his house and has instelled
watér and made sewer qonnections,

FURLOUGH NEIS: Waltor M., Volk and Johnnie Volk have ecompleted a fure~
lough home; Hugh Fay Tinished his "boot training" at Groat Lakes and spent o 9
day furlough in La Crescent. "Boobor™ Gavin came home from the State of Wash~
ington to see brother Jack, who had emploted his f0 European missi-ns as a Gunner
and care home to sco his new daughtor, Jack has since reported 4o Florida for
re-assignnont, Goorge Davis hod o 10 day loave nnd roturned to Farragut to attend
radio schocl for 20 w cckse The first lcd to enlist from Lo Crescent, Albort
Reider, who has boen in every bip engagement in the conguost - the South Pacifie ’
was here on his first furlough in three years, Albort said thet all the "kids"
had grom up while he was mvmy. i clso stated that ho wished his people lived here
8o that he wouldn't have to divido his tine away from "the old home toom," Albert
was in 1st closs oundition and expected ¢5 go over scason shortly, Lorraine and
Roland Stellick both left for the Navy the 1st of October. Lorraine will be sur
first Wave r.prescntative fron hone, Donnie Loeshl r oxpoets to enlist before he
is 18 in March, Mrs., Paul Vidoni, the former Lucille ilurley, is ancther war widow
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home waiting for her hushand, Lt. Vidani, help cloan up the streets of Toyko and
hurry homo,

FLASH: Herc is a bit of news of o moro trogic nature, On Wednesday,
November 2nd, LoRoy Luthor, while flying a plane from the La Crosse Airport,
erashed on tho vacant lot adjoin ing Orvie Wettel's homo. The accident ocourred
about 5145 P, M. Tho cause hcs not boen detormined as yet, and LeRoy is presently
ot Grandview Hospital suffering from internal injuries,

Hore is a 1ittle note found among those written at the Cormunity Clubs-
"Dear Soldiers: Wo hope and pray thot you will be succossful in winning this war,
and that you will bo back with us real scon,"” Guoss - that just abrut expresscs
the sontiment from 2ll of us hame towners,

This letter hcs just beon an initinl oxporiment boys and girls, but if
y>u enjoyed our amateur attompt ot "snoop reporting", how about dropping a line
to the Community Club and maybe wo ean mke it a regular feature, And by the
way, we'd like to have yru tell us some bits of informtion eoncorning yourself
80 that we can pass it on to othors. This edition hus just c-ntained the loeal
small tovm "stuff" but mybe it passes along the thought to you that we'ro bohind
you and thinking of y-u all overy minute =~ and wmiting for thet day when you ean
como back to liven up the old home town,

Bost and sincorost wishes to you,

» /4 .
\‘.-, v il ‘B ~Z‘— /'// T T O £ "'; /4(/\-
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Loadedn (Y sgnd e Decembsz 7, 1944,
Dear Friends, L | S
The first ssrvics les ttver, which w2 hope you'all recs ived,
! was read at the la3t Community mseting, as wers the replies from some cof &
the bogs who ssemed to b glad to gst a Community letter and asked for
MOT&, o you see scmethang has been started. If some of you do not reces
ceive ths news letter, rem=uber many of you are like the irrepressible
- flea=-~"put your finger ow him and hs ain'yf there, g6 where he 1s and
he's gone." We asked for items thsn and since, and hére they are. One
13 as gollows:"You should have seen the pleased eaprssgions and hsard thep
applause when the return lstters were reoad at the Novenber metting. Ws
think these rsplies cams P.D.Q. Thanks fsllas -they made us glad."~
-~ The meating itself had some ibasresting develcpmsnts. It was
decided to ask fcr the free Traveling Libraries from the Stite; and to
make an-effo rt to have movie filma shown occasiconally ....Rev.Kroone-
meyar, the Presbvterian Minister in the villazs,gave a very fins aud lnspk
spiring talk using as his subjzct, "My Youth In Holland."™* The -community
singing was eapscially good. ....A8 village clsrk, EQ Hurley' brot scne
intsresting notss on village busi ness,extracts from which are given as fd
followa: = : o
Tu 1939 the village was bonded:
g .y Fox watsr _—--§27,0008 3% :
: ;7 For sewarage *--§ 18,0008 23% '
Sewerage bonds ars retired each year in the amount of §$2000. $8000 nas:
been paid to date. Water bonds have $3000yet %o be paid. The rsvanue.’
from 131 water connections does not mset the expsnss-of operation. Jome
incoms is dsrived from sswage assessments and taxes, but thrs bulk come s
from the several licenses whiochttotal closs to $23000 A ysar., The water'sw
sgxrvice has, however materially lowsred ipsurance rates. ..... Ed also
raported 384 votescaat at the November gl=ction.l2 of which were sexvice
voted. Tise village elzstion on Dac. 5 §s for an almost complets set of
Officials. The death of Mr. John McCaffresyon Nov. 3 leavez that office va
vacaunt, and Mr. Thos icCaffrsy refussd %o fele. Miss Kathrims McCafirey
has filsd for Trsasurexr{ 5 !
AROUND THE VILLAGE. , R,
*Mr. Jim Gillespieis homs again from th-2 hospital. ....Waltsr'Stoshrs
13 now 2t home perman=ytlv and ts-tzudsro n ths Milwaukss Ry.bridge with
Msrls Wilsey and 'Wm., Vetch con the ¢ ther shifts. « +s s Roger (Rochester)
Olaonisgpow working for the Westernu UnionTelegraph system over th= Milwauj
kse 1 10#8. «+....The addition to th: Commodore is completsd and ths grand
o pening is to be Dec. 5. .....Tu  Vetoh fawily have their share 1 n the 18
newe. Lillian,you know, has married 3 s cldier and her name is now v

’"-Riohmoad. Bbll"s wife 18 hospit alized and Mrs. Clarence has bsen 111 foms

somé tims.following a tensillestomy. The grandmother, Mrs. Louise Vetch,
attained the ages of more thau 97 years befors her death on Novembar 29.
«es Mrs, Gittens, the eldar, celebratsd her 80th birthday Nov. 14 with &
childra n;33 grapdchildren,9 great grandchildren about her., "Doc.didn't
get hsre. ‘Hs.was busy reading poetry, extracts from which 4xplain

December 1944 - page 2 — Unfortunately, this page is missing.

Volume 2 — Newsletters - Page 7



December 1944 — page 3

(3)
cars for his Uncle, Bob holds a Civilian Pllot's license also.
{fore News of our Service men. -
Laddf on furlough Just now are Robert Stocker, Bill Richardson.
and Roland Stellick. Rob't has been at Caup Gruber and is a Ts.
Bill got in vhile they scraped the barnacles from hls boat, and 1s,
now a Petty Officer lc=- looks fine- bigger than ever- has seen :
and been places. Rollle has finished his 'boot! at Great Lakesr
likes the service- will be sent to enginecring school. His sister
Lorraine froa Hunter, was shipped dircct to San Franclsco whore she
types at tho Fleet Postoffice. Esther Onsgaard joined the Viaves.
Harold Broring scnt home a capturod Gorman flag, and coins from
various Europcan countrles where ho has boen. Robert Boshm, wounded
in Belgium, an inmate of English, Mass. and Kentucky hospitals will
be permitted to spend Christmas at home. Jim Grigfin lsin a hospltal
in Italy, @m'd would like lettors. Pfc grthur Oldenburg says Hawcll
reminds him of home, and that on his way to the Philippines ho s aw
two' Jap plancs shot down. On being transferred from Keesler Fleld,
Miss, to Warncr-Robins Fiold, Ga. Don Fay was given a “delay onroute"
end came up on Nov, 14 to marry a girl whom he mot in Milwaukee
while at Radio School two yeers ago- Miss Beatrice Fulske, Don is
in Radar with the Army Alr Corp. ;
22 Sport News
Everyono who went doeor hunting bagged thelr game. Among those wero
Leon ILuce, Roland Daley & Wm Carroll- Carl Behr ond Billy Farrell-
Ken Shepardeon with Rolland and Boma boy., Mr Grover loocked for,
bear in Canada and had the rare treat of sceing 15 or more Whistling
Swans. The bear was hore on Nigger Yathan Hi1l1ll end some Wisconsin
hunter baggzed him, Deer, in quitec large nuubers have been kille d
during the season in woods and swamps around La Crosse and Tonah
territory. One buck weighcd closc to 300 lbs, Frailt growers still
complain of damage to trecs by wild deer, Sparce hunting of ducks
etc, in'this reglon continued with some nild excltement. Don Loechler
and Wayne Lottes couldn't toll timc by the sun, according to tho
game warden- and Dynamite like McGintz- oxplored the "bottom of the
sea" till brought back to this world of sorrow by two other huntors.
They say the women bowlers are still going to town! Betty
Gavin's team 1s still in the lead with 15 wins and only 6 gunes lost,
Mrs Doeugherty heads another tecam, She has ot presont gone North
with her husband, who with Rey Mattson, has moved to a Job at Dotrolit
Lakes, George Stellick lost a part of a finger while 1lifting o
bumper caught on his car, and that he'd have to learn to bowl left
handed, Skoogy says he's glad he dldn't lose his W ole finger. Hils
first bowling since the¢ accident neotted hinm a 173 averege. Webster
had 170, Morbison 169, Wittonberg 170, and Cobbot 168.
The Ladies his is-Morrison 15 Win 12 loscjiRGavin with
11 Win 16 lose; B. Gavin 17 %in 10 lose; Doughtery 1l win 16 lose.
While among the nen, arc as follows:;= Stelllck 18-15-545;
Morrison 12-21-369; VWobstor 15-18=455; Wittenborg 17-16-515;
0ldenburg 20-13-606; Loccher 18-15-545; Schwartz 12-21-364; Kolly
20-~13-606, Fritz Pilger had 235 tho othor night, but still the
team, Morley (graondpa) Webstor lost by 72 pins. 4 tournamont 1s
being planned at the middle of the scason, A note handed the
cormittec sald Forrel made two splits recently, which was really
good. BEditorial
Anong tho one hundred greatest poems of tho world 1s one
written many hundreds of years ago and could be La Crescont's Song,
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beginning " T will 11t uy mine eyes unto the hills from whence,

f{»

cometh my holp" We apoke In our last letter of the boouty, of the
Autumn hills. How the demund for crushed dime rock for thoe French
Island cirport had coused constructors to 1ift thelr oyes, to, the
Lantz hill quarry. Now tholr desircs hhve token then up the, South |
Ridge 'H11l and rock will Le hauled all winsor, by forty-five prucks,
It was tho hllls that gave La Crescent its nane as thoy
form & curve around tho platecau on which the village is built,
On those hills the first crocuses and anenmones and "Dutchmen's.
Britches" were found- where the boys of ull time have. truckod,fox
and other game. Where thoy have played pirate and othor desperando

gones at the cave on Stony Pointp troacted Bold Engle on. tnp,bluff

North‘or town- skiied and sleddod on the steepest spotse.

" In 1854 John T Harris raised his oyes to. the hilla,
and chose a' farm’ among them where he followed hhs profcssion:of | |
gardener and horticulturist, the beginning end nost' profitable and
interosting industry in the nolghborhood. A8 & boy, his grandson
D.C, Webster, followed hinm about and absorbed his intorvet and
enthusliasn, lutor developing oxtendod acreuge on tho hills into
orchards, Followed by a nunbor «f growers whom you will enjoy.
recallings The scll, clinato nnd torruin have all combined to.
moke this the number onc friut scction of the niddle West,,

"D.C." has helped to moke thlis letter to you posaible or

by neeting the finanelal oxpenso,

We nmay not neasure up to your vislon of hwno na you
seoe it now- but we carry on from here wilth cur thoughts for your

safety now and your safe roturn to the hene baso which
do ourwsbest to keep fit for that coulng. Be sve'n youl
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To The "Byes”--

In thies third letter to community men in the service, we will try to
bring ourselves up’ to date from Decomber 1.

wh  The villaze clection on "the first Tucsday after the first Monday"
which was the 5th, 95 votes were cast. Officers for 1945 are:
¥a Mayor------- J. A Lilly
Trustces----August Schwarz
Ed Hasselbusch
Ed Gittens Sr.

Treasurer---Katherine McUaffrey

Asscgaor----Thomas lMcCaffrey

Clerk-- ---~-Ed Hurley

Constable-~~Jim Farrell

Justics of
~ Peace=--~-~ Charles Gittens

The village council is zoning the village for busineee and residence
districte.

On the 7th another of our zrand "old-timers", Mr. "Jim" Gillespie,
departed. Probably none of us had a greater capancity for, nor loved work
‘more than he----He had built up = conetitution cnd love of life that
resisted the inroads of time for many monthe.

December has been o more encouraging month for Mr. Vern Yolton. He
hos been o generous ‘contribution to the income of hospitals for some time.
S8ince being in Rochestor ho mokes somo gain slowly. Ralph Welch serves
his mail route moanwhile.

Barly in the month, Vinnie Cook left for South Dalkota for the winter---
Mr. & Mre. Henry Liecdel went out to Fortland to visit Pouchie and Elizabeth.
Dorothy Brown came home from Minneapolis for the holidays*%+***¥Betty
Gavin gave a dinner party for somo girl fricnde®* ****Orvie Bob Wetzol
entertained at dinnor one evening & he went to the Lutheran Hosp.
for some surgery. Ho is still there but doing O. K. Too much football
for Orvie Bob. '

June Newhouse cclebrated the holiday ecnson with a new baby dauzhter,
and word reaches us that Santa Claus brouzht Sgt. John Waldow a son!l!

Christmas ond New Year celebrations were docidedly on the guiet,
fomily-gathering side. Soveral childron's programe were given. The school
presentod theirs in the afternoon this year. A notable 1 :nily gathoring -
“was at the homo of Mr. & Mra, Willard luce on the 26th--obzorving their
fifty-yoar wedding aniversayy. Eight of their childron and tho grand- -
children made up tho larze party*=*#**¥*¥¥Thg favoriteo indoor sport of the
majority of youngsters has boon a bout with the muups----some of the oldeters
have had their fun with them too, and, if you recall, it'e no lauzhing matter.
Cutdoor fun hus been theo usual skiing--mostly on Engle Bluff--skating, of
course, and sliding has bheon thrilling on the Vollenwoider hill road, though
the young fry like the short, steep, shoots through the orchorde west of
town, Missing the trucl und barking young trees amd upotentinl barrel of
apples, bring grief to both growor and the apples-to-bo.

We've had our share of winter weather--sonetimes 6 or & degrees below
zoro. fordorful wintor siies, clear with a gergeous moon--the same old
canopy over us all. We've had ‘some enow--sono clippery weathor. ' Country
roads continue to be icy.
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Mr. Fred Heil is confined to a hospital with a hip fracture caused by
a fall on the approuch noar Maurice Cramer house. A few hours later Miso
Ellen Vetsch fell at the same treacherous place, and broke her loft wrist.

La Orosse hoapitals treated many fractures at that time.

Crushed-rock-to-the-airport hauling wns suspencd. TFrost was oo severe
on drille*=****Novigation on tho river is closed. Bridge tenders Merle Wilsoy
and YWaltor Stoehr have boen transferred to the Milwaukes Railroad round
house until spring.

Everybody works. Space forbids listing the names of all the women herc who
are at defense plants. Farmors mainly work harder than evor. They have
uncomplainingly met the call for increased production despite lack of the
usual man-power assistance. As no restriction on the number of hours a farmer
should work exists, they are like the lad who was bringing in the forty milk
cows frompasture at 6 A, M., after having said farmers worked about the same
rumbar of hours ms on jobs in town. He said thoy only had to get the chores
done first.

December 17 the Prosbyterian congregation observed the 85th anniversay
of the organization of the church. A%t the service,flags--nationnl, Ghristian,
and service; and new stained glass windows were dedicated.

The eixth war loan quota for the village was met and went over the top.
The Catholic congregation played Bingo in the basement of the rectory to buy
Yar Bonde.

Mr. & Mrs. Reider spent Christmas with Windy'e fomily--drove down by car.
Maza is a young lady. Sho works after school at a Minneapolis hospital as &
murse's aide. Toughy has grown a lot=-ocnjoyed the skating with kide he had
known. Mrs. Reider told of Albert who is now at Camp LeJeune in North Carolina
where he works on communications. e see by the papers that on his way back
from Warm Springs, Ga. F. D. R. stopped at Le Joune. (e nssume, to call on
Albertessescand why not??27141). Windy is at Shoemaker in fire control training.

We had a few furlough lads hore during the month. Ken Yeiter from Ft.
Benning*****Jack Gavin ocamo on a forty-hour pass from Buffalo, N. Y. to spend
Christmes. Jaock is doing mochanice on troop carrior plancs.***%*Rolly Stellick
came from Groot Lakos for Chrigtmps with home folke*****Robort Boehm is having
a real time around town¥**##*¥*Jin Richardson returned from the South Pacifioc--
ons of about eighty gunners who will recisve advanced training after a vieit
at home. Jim says ho was stumbling through the jungle ono day and camo face
to faco with Eddie Amos!!! Sensation*****Jin Griffin is back in the states,
hospitalized at Fostor General Hoepital, Juckson, Miss.****Rudy Newhouse
arrived in New York by planc just recently and will be aseigned to Bordon General
Hospital, Chickasaw, Oklahoma, &im hae arthritis--Rudy was wounded.

Christmas lotters to his mothor came from Bob McLeughlin in Belgium.

Mrs. Mcloughlin also had a note from Iroland written by a friend of Bob!ogee**
Ralph Kathan was in tho Mariannas where they were building their own hospital.
Jo recall when Albert Reider wrote they were contructing the furnishing for
their U. 8. 0. somewhero out thore.******When Gord Fay went to Jacksonville,
it was a new base and he got a lot of fun out of throwing in with the Sea Beca
on the construction of his special devices building. When it come to installing
the equipment for the building it wes another story--really workl TFog has
held up £1light training thero lately. Unusual cold has prevailed in the
southonst for rocent woeks¥*****Dan Wobster is in Hawaii in cir-plane ropair.
His letters to hie sunt, Mre. Mark 8mith, are full of enthusiaem for his work
in an orchestra.****+#Myron Waldow made port at San Francisco, and was able to
soe Lorraine Stellick before coming home.
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SPORT NEWS-«On the second Tuesday of each month the Red and Gun Claz
meets at Carroll's Hall. At the December 12th meeting Dr, John Green-
bank from the Wisconsin Department of Conservation of Fish and Game
spoke on a plan to stock the Mississippi River. Bill Roesler wacg
chef. He served a supper of roast coon and delicious venison stew,
About 30 of the more than 50 members were present. Wm., Lathrop was
made secretary, Glen Eyler, wice-president. Nathan Randall presided.
Theodore Jansen shot a wolf lately on the Walter McArthur farm. One
evening a deer steoned down the street past John Gerde's house.
COMMUNITY CLUB--Your community is made up of apnroximately 200 homes

a population of about 900, There is a school, four churches, a number
of organizations for various purposes, The community club functions
without any special aims, reguired no dues. Everyone in the neighbor-
hood is a part of the club, with a right to what it has to offer, to
assist in its activities. Each month a dirfferent group plans, arrang-
es and presents the enterstainment. This year, the commitiees are made
up, almost entirely, of people who have not doane this before, The
groups who serve coffee, add to the enjoyment of the evenings. On .
December 14th the girls of the 7th and #th grades did themselves proud
in a group of songs, Hollis Papenfuss played violin numbers. Several
ladies from the La Crosse Ohap. of the Daughters of the Grand Army of
the Reoublic, came and presented the club with a fine new flag with
staff and standard. Pres. Furley graciously acknowledged the gift,
Mr, Wm. Godtl was the evening speaker, Recently he built an attract-
ive home an addition to the village. He is connected with the Allis~
Chalmers plant in La Crosse, his work taking him into the field for
his firm in their efforts to orovide efficient farm implements. He
has spent much time in South America and talked intercstingly of the
country of Colombia.---Others who add to the interest of the meetings
and help to attract a full house are you men many miles away. Every-
one wants to hear read the splendid letters received each month from
some among you. Any word from anyone of you will be gratefully and
happily received. A personal reply to each letter received goes from
our president Ed. Hurley.

MORE LA CRESCENT HISTORY--Nearly a century ago, two young men went to
the Choctaw nation in Oklahoma, one as a missionary, the other sent
by the U, S. Govt. To teach the Indians farming and gardening.
Malaria forced them to leave the territory. In 1858, Sheldon Jackson
came to La Orescent where he organized the Presbyterian church and
began his first pastorate. Among the friends he persuaded to come
here was Edmund Evans, whom he had known in the territory. Mr. Evans
took up farming here eventually developing the small fruit culture.
Thus began the profitable red raspberry industry here. It has spread
from the obsoure beginning at the "Silver Tower" on South Ridge,
through the community to "Fruit Acres" on North Ridge. Fruit Acres

is owned by Mr. aAugust Schwarz, Both Mr. & Yrs. Schwarz are interest-
ed in the welfare of their community and are serving it in numerous
ways. "Augie" goes to COaledonia each Monday to serve on the Fuel
Rationing Board. He assists in the various War Fund drives from this
part of the county while "The rs." is a member of the County Red
Cross Committee, The Child Welfare Board and locel Red Cross Home
Service Chairwoman, We are indebted to Mr. Sciwarz for the means

by which this letter is made possible.

Happy Landing's!

y Py QM/WMW?
{/
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Hi Ya Fellowa:

Here we are again--this month of January--with our staff scouting up
all the local gore, and eending it to all corners of the wide world. Ve at
home feel pretty optomistio about the present war set-up. Looks like you
Ge Is's with an APO New York addrees will soon be carrying out the threat
in that popular tune, "There'll Be a Hot Time In The Town of Berlin,"

And to you FPO S8an Pranciscan's, we hope at least one of our home-towners
will have made a triumphal walk around the streets of Manilla by the time
this edition reaches you. Just lot us know in case it's youll

8ince it is soon the day of valentines, one local Mies submittod the
following thought for your approval:

Roses are red,

Violets are blue,

With you fellows all gone--

What's a poor girl to do?
And hore ie still another poetical subtmiseion:

Roses are red,

Coal is black.

Got out of those fox~-holes--

And hurry back.
It has been suggested that both young things join the Lonely Hearte Olub--
it might ease the situation temporarilys X

Returning to that old worn-out but always flexible subject, the
weather, might we state here that January came through with flying, howling,
cdlore, and left most of us blue (mentally and physically) quite a bit of
the times It growled, snapped, and shizzed as only Minnesota ocan,during
the firet month of 1945, and then to our disguet, Mr. Groundhog foreefully
announced that we'd have six more whels of the same,

Breaking down the hometown folklore into sections, we list first the
recent elections that started out with the new year. The Pine Oreek Valley
Telephone Company elected Ed Hurley, President, Paul Aronson, Vice President,
and Ernie Fowler, Secretary-treasurer. The company was organized in 1928
with 28 pubscribers and has grown to its present capacity of 167 subsoribers.
The La Orescent Btate Bank posted these names as the resulte of its election:
Henry W. Leidel, President, Frank Ormsby, Vice President, Jerry Lilly, Cashier,
and Katherine MoOaffery, Assistant Cashier. The new directors are listed as:
Jerry Iilly, L. L. Atkinson, and Henry Bey. The bank serves the territories
of Dakota, Dresbach, and Hokah, and has at present §1,000,000 in resources.

The January 15th meeting of the Oommunity Club presented an interesting
programe From the musical department, Mras, Godtel, Lark Donald, and Mre.
Yolton came forth with a bit of good harmony; Patty Knapp and two of her
friends from Aquinas High, Sandy MoGinnis and Alicis Briesky, gave a baton
demonstrations They porformed in their brief, swishy satin uniforms, and
somo of the young men in the audience, whose names we will not mention, but
confiidentially, whose initials are Larry Oavens, Ronald Shepardson, and Robort
Justin, were hardly able to contain thomselves. Ah young manhoodl! Harold
Krugimire furnished o movie projector and ran off two films, one concerning
the process of synthetic rubber and a second on the consorvation of wild life.
Both wore furnished by Firestone Company with which Harold is affiliatoed.
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Mrs Bzra Hartl, Director of La Crosse recreational facilities, gave an
interesting talk on his fisld of work; and made suggestions for engaging.
the sctivities of young people during their leisure time. But really
fellow--need it be emphasized again---the highlight of our monthly meotings
is the reading of letters received from you out there. Interesting notes
wore read from Lt., Donald Yolton, who is in the Dutch Bast Indies: He told
us a bit about his daily 1lifo, living conditions there, etc., which is al-
ways 80 new and interesting to us at home. Jim Griffin dropped us a line
from Jockson, Miesissippi, whore he is hospitalized with arthritus. 8gt.
La Vane Boelm's lotter said that he is located in the Phillipines; so we're
assuming that he's a busy little sergeant these days. George Davies dropped
us a short and snappy note saying eimply that he "got the nowas letter, it
was swell, and keep up the good work." Might we reciprocato on your remark,
Goorge, to "keep up the §ood work"--wo undorstand that your recent 1945
addition "Michaol Davies" is a protty handecme guy.

Just a bit more commont about theso lottors that are read at each
mooting of the Oommunity Club-~don't think juet bocause you've written once
that that is enough. With tho roving lives you are leading these days, wo
arc always glad to learn of your new locations, tho food you're eating, the
climatic conditiona, otcs From one local G. I. wo learned that the socrot
of keeping down the K-rations is to swallow fastor than you burpl Maybe
some of you could socond that.

From the "Now Citizens" dopartment, La Croseent has boon flourishing

in mn u’rongth David Vern Yoitor ia_tho most important individual in
ousochold tod o ar J

oquippod with a hoalthy hoad of black hair. Ye have already monti

Goorgo Daviecs' now son, Michaol. 8/8gt. and Mrs. Wilbur Hanson (Joan Gittens)
have added Wilbur Mark to their housohold. Szt. Hanson is overscas.

John Waldow's wifo brought thoir month old son to La Croscont for the
grandparonts' 1008 approval. Grandpappy ‘faldow has boon sproading tall
talos about how ho and grandeon havo long midnight walke and talks, but

we think he crossod his toos whon he told that ono. John is currontly on
transfor from Now Moxico to S8ioux Falls, South Dakota. Anothor La Croscont
lad, Eddie Gittons, roccived tho samo transfer from his Indiana post. Hie
wife and son are also in town until tho two boys have located housing
facilitios.

From the vacation and traveloguo soction, two FBI'ors havo boon homo
recently. Molly MoClavo fpom tho soat of tho govormaont whoro sho ia doing
hor bit for tho war offort in tho fingorprint diviesion of tho Dopt. of Justico.
Anothor of Edgar Hoovor's officiont but "silont" stonographers, Loon Oldenburg,
spont a wookond horo from tho Twin Citios, whoro sho is omployod in tho
8t. Paul Fiold Division.

Mre. Griffin onjoyod hor rocont trip to Jackson, iississippl, whoro sho
visitod son Jin. Alfred "Chick" Tourvillo flow to Oklehoma to soo Rudy .
Mowhouso. Soonms that "Chick" walkod into tho largo hoepital word and shoutod:
Rudy Nowhouso. You can imagino Rudy's comploto surpriso as ho turnod to soe
an old homo townor standing at tho door. Rudy uttored that famous old
saying that comos quickost to tho masoulino mind. "Why Chick, you old
(consored)., Rudy will bo hospitalizod for somo tinmo bocauso of shattorod bono
in tho uppor loft arme Ho has boon awardod tho Purplo Hoart.

Qthor travelors of tho month woroe tho John 8. Harris' who attonded o

grocors convontion in liinnospolis, Stanloy came homo from tho Univoreity
during this tino ta conduct tho businoss éhilo thoy woro away.
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Other Twin City callers were Ds O. Webster and Henry Leidel who attended .
Farm Week events at the University. At this point, we might add that Mr. and
Mrs. Leidel epent the holidays in Portland, Oregon, where they visited their
two daughters and various Oregonian fruit sections. Upon interview Henry
stated, that while he had a grand time, "this is the only place God hadn't
needed to improve."”

Among social events was the card party sponsored by the Gopher Sparteman
Club January 3lst at Carrolls. One of the functions of this organization is
to supply grain for the wild game. Howovor, tho purpose of this party was
to add a fow more dollars to a fund being hold in reserve to throw a big feod
for you fellows when you all roturn home. Sportsmanlike, dontcha think/1717

;‘ On Sunday afternoon, Jmuary 28th, residonts saw & plane circle about
—~"the slough south of the causeway, and finelly land on tho ice. Bud Yeiter

was having himself a field day with his Cub plane, equipped with skiis,

7 giving future sirmen @ whirl for a buck oach., Weathor pormitting, Bud said
he'd be backs

Othor organization nows concorns the La Crescent Girl Scout Troop. The

girls meet each Monday night except the night of coomunity club. Thore aro
13 members at present and their leaders aro: HMrs. Bill Lathrop (Rose Oldenburg),
Mrs. Ann Rendall, Mrs. ¥Wm. Zumach end Mre. Irvin Harlos. Hero's a happy
insertion for the serviceman who recently wrote and askod if there wero any
girls left in town--we refer you to tho above numbor of Girl Scouts to date.
Hope that builds up your morale, Irvin Vetsch, thoy grow fast, you know.

Some of the young lads mbout town have takon out momborships with the
La Orosse YMOA and are enlarging thoir bicops twico woekly on basketball,
swimming, ete. We don't know if all this offort is to mako them mére
irresistdble to the Japs or gals!

From the furlough nows department, soveral familiar facee wore wolcomod
home this past month. Francis Walter, a Maine son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Walter of La Crescent Township, was homo after seoing sorvice at Guadacanal,
Tarawa and Saipan. Esthor Onsgard graduated from tho hoepital corpo school
at Bethesda, Maryland, January 22nd. She spent a furlough hore looking very
smart in her blue Wave uniform. She reported at Corona, Califormia, February
3rd. As wo are rolling this off the pross we notico the Navy olad figure of
Rolly Stellick homo for the wookend. Fobruary 14, Don Fay, Bddie Gittons,
Jim Richardson, and Myron Waldow left for their various bases aftor short
furloughs. Here are a few genoral notes regarding local servicemon. Harold
Rinkel is now at home with a physical discharge bocauso of a brokon knoo cap.
Harold wae a member of the armed forces for two and a half years and liked
the service so well that he wouldn't mind being cdlled back. Lloyd Kaston ie
presently in Italy. Wo learned that Eddie Amos had another stripe added to
his uniform. Ed, & Marine, is now a Todhniocsl Sorgeant. John Spanzler was
calledtto the Marines Jamuery 24th. Ho has gone to Parie Island, 8. C. for
his initial training, -Dallas Amos is in tho procesc of overseas service,
and Lorraine Morrisen Poterson's husband, Paul, has beon oversocas sinoe Nov.
Janet Mo Clave's rating is now Ph. M. 3/C. She is located at Shoemaker, Calif.
Wayne Horton writes frem Belgium that he is billoted at times in o barne
or warchouses, but he is often & guest of a Belgian fanily who trea$ him
royally.

Another news item states that Mre. Gillespie's sen Jamos, a Sea Bee in
the South Pacific, is in @ hospital frem an injury. . Ho writes that because
of the climate in that area wounds heal slowly. Donald Frappier is serving
as a gunner aboard tho 8, S. Yorktewn, which is the large flat-top featured

~ }
Y
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in tho current combat movio, "The Flying Lady."

Ao mentionod proviously, most of tho news we relay to you monthly is
gathored via passing the hat at oach Comaunity Olub Moeting. We would just
like to say horo that Mre. Hartman, ono of La Orescent's oldest residonte,
hes novor once noglooted %o drop in a noto to tho boye wishing thom happinose
and good wolfaroe.

Right about horo wo think it is high timo to throw a couple of orchidas
to the staff, who havo maintained this lottor cach month. Thin work is all
voluntary, of courso. Tho Chairman, Georgia Fay, has roally ocarricd nmoat
of tho woight connwctod with oach odition. Mre. Fay rocolves tho up~to-date
addroseos of you boys from the Civilian Defonso womon by means of a door to

"  door convass. Botty Broring and Lucille Hurley Vidani lond thoir stenographic
ability for tho projoct, and Rov. Britz has furniehed tho mimeograph mechino
and his aid whon it ie nooded. Mre. Boodockor has besn Johnny-on-tho-spot
to help sddross onvolopos whonovor sho is callods A high school typist,
Marion Zumach addrossod tho onvelopos for this lottor.

e And while wo'ro handing out orchids hore's an oxtra-spocial one for tho
local mon's bdwling loaguo who have financod this odition. Vo thought you
might like to bo rofroeshod on tho toams so wo'ro listing thom for you as thoy
stand this season:

(1) 8tollick-~captain (2) Oldonburg--captain  (3) Wittonburg--capt.

He Paponfues A. Orr D« Oloon
P. Bullock G« Bylor C+ Richardaon
J.+ Farroll E. Waldow Ps Knapp
J. Gittons R. Kabot He Krugnire
' Hs Vollonwiodor He Votech

(4) Morrison--oaptain (5) B8chwarz--Oaptain ( 6) Loochlor--capt.
E. Fowlor Ne Randall B. Gittons
R« Ponko We MoCaffory Rov. Brite
A+ Gittons E. Voglan W. Vollonwiodor
0. Wotzol Cs Votach G« Klotzko
A+ Grob L« Luoco He Riobold
; F. Grovor

(7) MWobstor-~captain (8) Kolly-~captain

Pilgor Britt

E. Hozolbueh Fairbanke
M. Hickenbothan L. Endor
8. Votsch A+ Endor
Re Somn

As o wind-up of thought, wo rond this bit of garnish concerning our
fighting mon: "Tho Russimns fight for tho Seviot Union; tho Englioh fight
for tho Unitod Kingdom, and tho Amoricans fight for tho holl of it"--How
about that????

Our goodbyo and good wishos, and how about dropping us a lino. Just
addross it to tho Community Olub. '

Until Next Tineo,

'Yamuu C‘crmnn.um}ﬂ
&\
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OALLING ALL S3RVICEMEN! CALLING ALL SERVICEMEN!

This is your L C C O station calling all servicemen and women from thie
Community. WARNING! All roads leading through village in icy condition--use
precaution--driving hazardous. The groundhog made tood his threat, and aleo
~ade the front page. Everybody talks about the YEATHER! e had nine inches of
snow, night of February 26 Eight nore February 19, 20, and 21. Between tines
the mercury would go to dezrees or thereahbouts, thaw, turn oold, freeze, and
do it all over again.

It did not, however, keep people from attending the Community Club on the
18thy thero wae a rocord crowd. Entertairment was offered by two High School zirls,
Shir _tha piano, and Eleanor Johnson with the violin. The proposed
Tovie p ans took form. Films wore obtained from the University of Minn. and the
nev Farm Bureau mzent, Mr, Hanson, brought the projector from Caledonia and oporated
it, lunch was served from Carroll's under the direction of Mres. L. W. Webster
aspistod by Marie and Florence Nintemann, Bessie Betts, and Mrs. Helemar inderson.

a lettor is sont each month to Billy Oarrell, a one time La Creacent boy, now
a Yeoman 2/c on Midway. Billy won a name for himself at Logen and la Orosse 8tate
Teachers Collegze, in band work, basketball, and football. It was in acknowledznent
for lotteore sent that Mr., Carroll extended the courtesy of the lunch.

We are pleascd to send a letter also to Boh Rosmler whose father requested
it and nade a contribution to finance them. Bob played football for Aquinas and
spent a great deal of time in La Orescent. He is now a 8 K 2/¢ on the U. & 8.
Massachusetts.

At the neotln* lotters were read from LaVerne Oass, Joo Hodge, and Arnie
Ender. JArnie didn't tell tbo nuch, but gave the censor a ely nudge. However, we
do know that for the first fow daye after he reached the Marianae he spont nost of
the tinme dodzing the overhoad visitors. Aftor that eighteen to twonty hours of
work each day left little time for what the Jape were up to. The amphibious

cormand and the Marines undortook to remody tho matter and are cleaning up the
Lidie-hole of the littlo men on ad jmoent Iwop relcaving the tension on the Marianas.
LaVerno Cass wroto ho was trying to see all he could of Haweii but couldn't tell

us about it. Jooy Hodge wrote a nice V-Mail letter eaying he had been 111 but

was better and working in a hoapital in France. Joe wane treined in Texas; on
entoring the sorvice wos placed in the Modiocal Corp. He drove an anbulance through
the African canpaign, driving nights because it was too hot in the day time, and
then as the fighting got oven hotter, he drove both night and day. He later drove
in Egypt, thon Italy. Here Joe makee his little joke; He waw Nice and it wae

nice! He aleo spoke of seeing his old frhend of the days when thoy affected zay
cowboy outfits, narely Lestor McOlynon, whomt ho ran aoroes in Italy. Joe exprossed
the wish that he might be where ho ocould help teke ocare of Jim Griffin. Rudy
Newhouse had also written a fine letter but being present hinself he granted an
intoresting personal interview instead. Rudy is homte for thirty days. Jin

Jim Carmon is home on leave; also two Armernan boys who are newoormrs horoe--
but, you may know of the family. Gersld Sghworz ie also hore. Dan Webster arrived
from the Hawiian Islande for thirty doys. Lorroine 8tellick ie to have a first
loave soon. The Brorings oxpect both Ralph and Fritz who was badly wounded in
Europe and ie still confined to a hospital in Toxas. Georgo Davies fanily are
avaiting his arrival, and we think Jim Griffin is on his homeward way. Oaptain
Lawrencs Nysocky, wounded in Prance, is in Baxter General Hoepital, Spokane, Wash.
8taff Sorgoant Harley Groemwood, brother of Mre. Howard Papenfuss, has been on
a tnonty-ona day etay, aftor comploting thirty-five nissions as a balleturrot
gunner in France. Ho is roporting to Santa ina for romssigmoent. 4 brothor, Marvin,
is @ Gorman prisonor, last hoard from Octobor 23, He wes thon in a conscentration
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camp at Belgard on the Baltic Sea. B8inee our last letter, Walter Wolk, Dallass Anes,
and Kenny Yeiter have been sent into the fracas, and Hugh Fay started on his way
acroes.

A note taeken from a Chepel Hill, North Carolina paper states that Josaph H.
Whitficld has been given the Bronze Star for "Meritorious Achievement in Conbat.”
Master Serzeant Whitfield is the husband of fuest Whitfield of our bBillage.

We understand the work or fight agitation ie to bring sbout some changes here
too. Howard Ponpenfusse, Fritz Pilger, Gersld WWelch, Harold Krummire, Bob Wallace,
and Willian MoCaffery have had their notices from the Selective Service Board. Bill
McCaffery has resigned from Pepsi-Cola, and is working in a foundry. Gorald Welch
and Fritz Pilger went to 8t. Paul for their pre-induction physicals. Donny
Loechler enlisted in the Navy on the 13th. His folkes held open house at ths
Cormodore in his honor. School friends, the village kids, and the Bowling League
members enjoyed dancing and lunch. February 18 Donald was Petty Officer of the
squad of volunteers for the Navy who went to Milwaukee for induction. He is now on
twenty-four call.

RE.L ESTATE NOTES!

Property owners are on the increase; the 3ob Panke's have bought two lots
ad joining the Ormsbys property on the west. Jinm Farrell bought land west of them
and roved a house which he had purchased on South Pettibone. Some poople fron
ka Crosso, Shaw by name, bought Lowis Lemke's housc on Pine Creek and noved it to
a lot between Mrs. Vix and the Burton Mach's (Ketherine Oldenburg). Lois and Bud
Yeitor have bought the lot adjoining their homo on the wedt. Happy Hill has pur-
chased two lote in the Handorf addition and will nove his house adjoining the tavern
in Hokah to this village.-

——

(L The much vaunted "Man Powor Shortage” is no nyth; it juet isn't possible to do
all that should be done. Materials aro short too, but necessity keeps a weather

oye out for the main chance and things progross. We have one standby whonm is always
depondable. The water mains are faithfully fluehed, and the sidewalk crossings are
always kopt freo from snow: .ll the odd "eity" jobs are done without ostentation,
and Orvie has nade the sewage plant grounds a thing of beauty. 4s you sce homo here
in your nind's oye; plan tho things you can do when you get back to make your town
beautiful and attractive. Now if the wholo area botwoen the Goverment refuge and
the railroad tracks was filled in and convertoed into a Park, wouldn't that be a
handsone approach, and an attractive addition, to the #illage? Historioc too--

the firet building in La Orescont was o trading post at the spring down there.

THE VILLAGE GOSSIP!!

do noglected to givo you some bits of new in January. little Mary Gittens
finishod her trainins at 8t. Brancis and ie now a full-flodzed mirse.

Mazzio Vetsch and Elsie Miller were hot satisfied with tho March of Dines at
tho Corrmodore, and pledted all tips of ono dimo to tho cause. Once it cost Mazgie
twolve dines, and then Elsie had a big party and there were thirty dines for the box.
And so it wenton, till tho box was filled. Noble, wo call it! It's tho Rod Crose
Drive with us now. Our Quota is $510, but the Co-mittee men, .uzust Schwarz,
chairman, ain to brinz it to $700.

And now, a word fron our sponsors: The Wonen's Bowlins Loague is made up of
four teams with five merbers each. Ruth Dauzﬁerty. ﬂgrcofia ﬁifr;son, Ruth and
Botty Gavin are captains. At the last neot theso bite were tossed in for your

ploasure. lLucille Karrigen said, "If the alleys wore shortor she could do bettor."
Eloanor Senn reported a fow of thom were taught the do's and don'te in bowling one
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night, then took the teoachors, Joe Daughorty and John Oldonborgs Jonn Oldenberg
plaintively said she could bowl a lot better if her dad wasn't there. Katherine
Me Oaffery wante to know: "How about it boye, can't wo girle heve a game with

you when you get home?" Elains Oldenberz sooonds tho challenge. However, Marcella
Morrison warns, "Look out for Betty Gavin, top bowler and her top toam." Betty
snys, "Not hitting so hot lately, hut Gravel, I'll take you on any time and heat
you. 8moke, better pot practiced up, and Boob, woll I don't know what to beat you
in." Dorothy O3denburg does sonme boasting on her own--"liell, here goes for our
toas which ie Ruth Gavin'am. We are neok and neck with Daugherty for low score,
but we think we'll be on the bottam in the ond. Who carcs, someono has to be and
1 guess we can take it." Roso Heyordahl says she isn't hitting eipghty but ie
zoing upstairs to holp Rudy celobrate his birthday. Losl Yeitor has a word for
brother Donny; she wishes him good luck end syys everything is fino hero at homo.
Virginia Gavin wishea everyone the best of good luck. Bernice Pilger dittoes that
remark to all the boys and girls.

p And now, nore goesipill Even our Taverna close at nmidnight beginning Fobrary
26.

Fire destroyed the "Ship" February 4, also the Salzor Church in La Orosse
during the same night.

During the Pi monson, {ishermen braved cold, early morning,dark with big
ontohes resulting. John Oldanburg, Bill Roeslor, Roy Matteson, and Frank Grover
wore amony the enthusiasts. At the fresh water spring (back of Fred Allen's)
omptying intd Blue Lake, carp foraged on the gane fish., Game wardeh askod the
nen t0 #coop thenm out. Result---lote of smoked corp in town.

Dus to lack of traveling facilitios the D. O. 'lebstore are sponding the winter
in La Oroscents D« C. will miss tho card games at 8t. Potoreburg.

On the 20th Geraldine Gittons left for Banta .na, California to visit her
unele, imbrose Horian. 8poaking of trips, Joe Gittens went up to see Doc at
Mountein Iron...A long way to zo with a tooth achoj must bo nice to haveo a dentist
in the family.

John Soanlon got his allotment of turkeye laot month so ho will be able to
furnish you boys nzain for your special meals. They eny John hae roined turkeys
so long that ho talks turkey hinmelf sonotines.

While some of you hoys are where it ia warm, and others not so fortunate with
the temperatures, we have one business men here who seldon smiles mamymore due to
our local coal shortago. It has “een rumored that Ernie has started praying for
surmer to come soon.

Large familios are nostly of the past, but this is ono tine of tho year when
wago earnsrs with a falr salary envy Skinny Rendall. On looking over Uncle San's
forn 1040 they think of Skinny with all thoss little exemptions.

February wolocomed two charming young mieses into our nidet. They were Lorraine
and ‘f11bert Vollenweider's Rita Lorraino, and Miss Vicki Vidani who brought joy to
the Hurley household. May we congratulate cach and everyono of youl

Tune in noxt month, same time, sane station, for anothor broadcast. Bipnding
off for L O C C.

Volume 2 — Newsletters - Page 20



April 1945 — page 1

Wollew
"Let's talk about the weather and other things together"sss--

After all we've said about the weather, cold, snow, ice, the climax
cane on Mareh 5, in a really beautiful decoration of "feathery whitamess"
on overy branch and bush, and we wished for a kodak that would zive you
an idea of the loviimgess Theon the weather nman thouzht to show ue sone~
thing real in weathor. e had 3jorzcous spring daye, ond I moan Springl Not
too warti, but the enow disappoarod like mazic,cevan in tho hille anong tho
woods, nost of it into tho zround. Root River wont on its usual ranpago.
Saturday ovoning, ilarch 17, It boiled along with overy ovidont intontion
of crossing tho Hishway at somo pointe. By Sunday aftornoon the fiolds
had Morgod and lay zlisteoninz in tho suns Olo ian River, howover,
Just kept rollin' along--and up! Tho Coost Guard ovacuatod South Pottibone
rosidonta. Jin Parroll should havo nmovod all the houscs down thero onto
our villaic bonchs ‘Jo could uso then; liko the man powor shortaze, tho
housing ohortage is with us., Tho donand far oxcoods the supply. And--thoso
Pottibono housos lio low in tho wator, nueh to their dotrinont, wo shoild
think. Lillian Votch Richnond wrotc of tho hish wator down Kontwoky way--
sho will know sonothing of what wo havo horo. .8 tho wator camo up over
tho botton lando in the liieoippl opposito Dakota and Drosbach, door wintoring
thoro attonptod to cross tho ico to tho mainland, but too late. Ono hand-
oono buck was soon to float down, liko a otatuc, on o cako of ico, drawing
the adniring and worricd attontion of the villagors. Evontually ho plunged
for o owin to shoro which was nore than ho could tako. Ho lay oxhauotod on
tho bank.

Tho La Croocont Clan zathorod on tho 18th. Yo had a 3:':.1& bunch of
fino lottoro fron our widoly seattored boy and zirl friondes Cloudia
Albrooht describod hor work at a...7., Harlingor, Toxas and told of tho
flowers that bloon in the opring, tra la, rooco and citrus bloomo that ladon
tho air with thoir porfurmc. Yo told you of Lillian's lottor. La Vorm Cass
wroto fron tho Hawiiano of boing fod variously of pincapplc thie and that.
fo'vo beon wondoring what had bocone of tho pinonpplo, and while wo're on
tho subjcot of food--‘ck Robort J. Gavin of Narine Barracks, Spokano, Vach.,
boasts that hio cooking has gotton oo zood that the follows don't ovon got
sick amyrioro. Botty and Ruth thought it was plonty okay whon ho wag hono
aftor boing overocas. Bob likos our nows lottors! Thanks, Bobs You will
onjoy thio ono more than usual whon wo toll you that Kro. "Chap" Gavin and
Kro. Jook Gavin aro the oponsoros Thoy wore to bo givon the privilozo of
sonpooing 4t too, but Virginia had to 70t quarantined with a Searlot Povor
cnpo--Jack, whilo horie on furlough--one way for a nan to got an oxtonsion.
art Janoon 8 2/c wrote fron South Pacific arcas whoro ho io afloat on the
U.S.8. Sunter, F.7.0. 8an Francisco. JArt and hio friondo will be intorooted
to loarn that hic oiotor nddrocsed n oot of onvelopos and typod tho dictatod
draft of your last lottor. ..rt would like a fow addroscos of tho boys and
zirle in scrvico. Thoro nay bo othors who would liko then too. Yo sugzgod ¢
thot you nako speecial roquests and wo will personally mive you the latoot
availablo addrossco. You have tho Honor Roll snapohot for roferconco. ‘hich
brinzo us to a story in 2 rocont Tribuno--a lottor writton by a brother
whooo ohip rocecivod wizwaz noscagos from anothor chip in paooing, inforning
hin hioc kid brothor would liko to coo hines Tho roundon was a zrond oxporionce,
alnoot too ruch for tho kid, Jimmy dillvoiotor. You will find that lads
nano on your honor roll, placod thoro when hio hono was on Shoroacroo. Tho
rounion wao just off Loyto.
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La Vorn Cnos pocnod disappointed; ho mdonop peoplo who paos his way.
The arny ie full of dionppointnents La Vorn, For instancc, oo you wroto
Danny ‘febstor was zone front the island nnd woo baoking in the adniring
attention of rolatives nt hone.

‘o had four lotters fron the "Buropean Theatro”. Dandios too. Elnor
Lotton rontionod tho deotruction of ReR. yards. That io his work and intorcot.
He likos Belgiun; onys the peoplo are nost friendly. Bob Velauzhlin woo
aloo sorowhore in Bolzium on Dosonmbor 20th whon he wrotes, Bob oaid ho wao
writing by tho fooblo lizht of n koroseme lantorn.

It 4o intorooting to hoar the reaction to the lotters as thoy are road.
That lantorn busincss otruck us as boing protty touzh. ‘lo'vo outzrown tho
daye whon we riilked the cows by tho light of a korcesone lanternt

Dallas Arios wroto o fine lotter fron France. Ho nontdoned tho danage
to PFrench towns fron bombs. He sont a souvenicr to tho olub--threc francg
__cach worth four cents of our nonoy, he says. Hice of Dallas %o sond thens

Bab Stochr wrote from England. Bob had boon up to London on a sipght-
sooing trip, ond we roally ruet hond it to Bob, He got to seo ruch of the
interoot in that groat city.

Fron tho othor side of the world cano a lotter from Ed .wwo., BEd says
he has boen nble to toke wonthoramid jungle experienco and still otay in
oxcollent hoalth, o nattor of first importanse; and that the socond thing
is to koep occupied in somo way at all tines, Polnts well nade, wo thoughhts

Laot, but not loast, wag a lotter from a loecal nan whon few of us know.
Lt. Kommoth leClave wrote n sraphic and doseriptive lottor fron the
Philippinco. Lt. icOlave io a pilot and has done considorable inland hepping
sinco the £all of 43 when ho wont to the South Soas. Ho oaye that while
he would rather zot a leave to oo horio thon win an advancenont in rank,
he thinks his chances are rood for further island hops instead boeauoc thoir
forceo are under strengthe )

Tho eveninz'c ontertaiment told wo aloo about saie of our hone
activitics. How Child Welfare, Old ..jo Assigtance, Public Health, and
Red Crooe Homo Servico function, Jnn Hurley sang sone of hér Irish conge;

__ wo all helpod on tho chorus, and thon we had cake and coffee and a sabfest
in the "Runpus Roon” downotoirp. e et SR Ry—e

Rudy Newhouse hao jone back to hie hospital; Jin Carson has conpletod
his loave and ono to Frisco for furthor ascizmont; Lorraine Stochr has
cone for an oxtonded vioit from Varco, lnsh. where oho has been vorkinz in
a shipyard. Uo hoar that lorraine Stollick is narrigd--now lirs. Arthur Tofto.
Ralph Brorimz is hono for fiftoon dayge Oacpte Lawroneo Uyoocky ealled on
local frionde. He is battlinz with o sthbborn foot infoction which m& keeps
hin on orutehes. Goeorge Davios returnod for roaseijmont aftor o fow ohort
days at horw. Bill Richardeon nade one of his hard-oarned vicits home, while
hio ohip was boinz sorviced. Bill hao nloo carned an 2vie 1/c rating, and
with 1%, wo think, o lifo vocation. Ho secons to like the oloctrieinn work
and delizhtod &n putting nll tho fixtures at hono in applepio ordor. It
would bo somethiny to bo desirod if oach of our poople who have givon so
riany moons of thoir youn; lives to the armed foreoes, could be fortunato
encush to learn a vocation which suited so well. Jin Richardoon hao been
alorted for £1izht training and roalizes an ambition.
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Robort Bochn has been moved to a convaleseent hospital at Canp Carsog
Colorado. Elbert Reider ie now at San Diozo toking further traininz in
code dispateh. Hnory, findy's "hausfrou) hns been with his folke in liinnenpolis
for threo wocks, while Jindy, likc Chap Gavin and Huzh Fay have zone "out”
4o points unknown, cach on an ..P.i. boat. Roy and Jnbrosc lunkel are in
tinnila and art now has a New York L.F.0.

lire and lirse Jaldow wont to Sioux Falls for a wock end visit with John
and fonily. They soc to have fallen, lock, stock, and barrol for John's
wifc =nd son. Kow if cach of you chaps Wuitsthe fanily =0 well in your
choice, that will bo 0.K. tog. .o will say, howevor, that sonconc io ~issing
an 4-1 bot if a ecrtain finc looking, brown-oyed youn; lady in town is passod
up. hile wo have quitc a fow in tho younger sct, wo have vory fow nature
younz woren. furthor infornation is heing held for intercsted inquirers.

Tho Klotzke saraze huns with nctivity, as Felix Froy hao takon over the
auto ropair worke. Hore attemtion is paid to keepinz the old nodols sorvicod
and in netion, sinco wo do nmot Suy 2 now car every yoor anyrores E. L. Bacen
pold his big Buick for -iore than he paid for it, coiling prico ot that, and
now crives a small Choxrolet. Dan Youns wont and "did" likowiscs

Tho Houston County Farn Sorvice has tokon over the formor 8~ith Grubber
buildins opposite the dopot, with Honry Leicel ag nmamazers It is a local
depository for spraz tiaterials, borry boxes, apple baskots, cte.

The Pinc Creek Telephone Co. has chanzed its none, and will bo known
as the Lo Croscent Telephone Corippany.

Insulation co-panice have hoon doin; sroat businces in the villaje this
~onth. The . licCaffory, V. Z. incs, Ray Jenninis, Paul Broring, and Honry
.bnet Jr. hoies have bocn sorviced.

Jo seem to havo done miany thinze that we should not hove dono, nnd
loft undone thosc thinss that wo should have done. Our villase clork tells
us that bicyclos nust not use the sidowaliks for traffic lanss. The gide-
walks arc hardly fit, oven for Lieycles. ~Ffreoat, ico, the weor of tino,
and neiloct have had a deteriorating offcct. .lec canec the annuuncenent
that do; lioonses would be required aiain. Theoo would not be nocessary
if sonc would not let their doza run looses The (o catcher had a busy
time last yoar-and expecte to De busy asain if--cte. lirs. Ruly Newhouse
thinke he'd bettor be at it. On her way hone fron Cormnity Club liarch 18
she =et sonothint. A doz?--with two white stripes down ito bnek? Ghe
2idn't wait to soe if ho was wenrinj a licence tajl

You will rceall in our last lottor, Ernic laldow wao -iakdinsg suppnlicatim
for spring. Ho ot it, you soc. ind with it cane two carlonde of coall He saqy
‘Aftor all hie prayinz--Jjohn L. Lowis io no friend of hige’

But it —wot bo sptihz; liatt Boardman wont throuzh tho villaze with two
fioh poles over his shoulder, headed for Rainbow Slou‘h.

Jo thouzh Pat Griffin would never et hoic, but woe hear that ho has
arrived and we are zlad that cur weather is not too tryin; for a man who has
g,ont thirty-six riontho near the cquator.

The Henry Vollonweiders and Hollis Paponfus' brousht additions to the
population fro: La Crosce hospitalo thic —onth--Suzanno and Glonn, by banos
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Greetings !

From letters received from various of you, we gather that most of all you are
glad to know where the other fellows are and how sbout 'em. 8o that's our first ef-
fort, Others have expressed their pleasure in home-town news. Plan 4 2! Then we
1ike to oall your attention to things here at home we think worth while and worthy
your consideration

From the number of letters this month of April, we quote Jim Richardson's, who
is ‘doing work at Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, Iows; "I'yve been receiving the paper
you have all been sending out to the fellows. It is very much appreciated by myself
‘and all the fellows, I'm sure. There are 6o many things we learn from it, eapecially
where the other guys are. I am in ocollege here doing a refresher course in Math.,
English, Physios, and History before we enter Pre~flight. The course here 18 six
monthe-the whole flight training is around 18 months long. It was very hard to
settle domn to study at firet, but it is coming easior all the time. I see by the
- paper that "H. P." 1s out in the Puoifio. They are truly doing a grand job out
there. It shouldn't be too long before we are all on our way baok to becoming
oivilians agein. The weather here is quite a change from our South Pacific climate,
or even that of the West Coast. Well, it should warm up soon. Time for ohow so
had Botter olose, I want to thank you agein for the paper. You are doing a swell
JObo

Bob Stoehr wrote a personal letter from Germany in reply to one he had from Ed
Hurley. He expresses what we find most of our boys feel - the desire to get into
the thiock of it. Bob seems to have accomplished it, He mentions Aachen, Cologne,
Reneagen. And speaks of the uoener{l Wo don't doubt there is "soenery". He still
thinks anywhore in Amerlea is "0.K." by him.

Mrs. Flentie writew from Valley Falls, Kansas to express for Capt. Flentie hie
pleasure in receiving the Community letbter, and to ask for a copy for herself. 8he
tells us Capt. Flentie has ohanged from balloon observation to engineering corp =
with Patoh's army. He may be exploring Munich at this writing. Mr, Flentic has
been through the Italian campaign — following up the wosh coast — and has seen much
sotion — espooially at Anrio. Mrs, Flentie is at her father's home farm — helping
the war effort with many hours on the Allis«Chalmers !

Winston Reidor, FQ 3/C USS Kernes (APA,175 1st. Div. San Francisco P. o. Wrote
on the 29th of Maroh at "2200". Said he had boon medo a member of the "Golden
Dragons." Also that he mekes for the Minnosota address books at U.5.0. places he
encounters and has found names of boys he knows. "Ships that pass in the Night."
Windy says sleeping on deck whoro it is oool has an advantago after ono has learned
to stey in a hammook, end if 4t doesn't rein. Knowing thoir folks are not living
in La Crescont, the Volk boys facilitate the receipt of our lottors by always
sending us any ohange of address, "Micky" wrote from a 8ignal Base Depot Co. in
the Hawaiians. He had been in Honolulua enjoying the Y.M.C.A. ond U.8,0. Had
visited the old "Queon Lil" palaco with its fine peintings, oto. He spoko of the
flowers on the islands, and of his visit to tho Dole pineapply fields, Told us a
most interesting fact = that it takes 18 months to grow and ripen a pinespply.

The war has broadencd our sphere of interest and soquaintunoce, and it la a
ploasuro to discover the oulturc and intolligence revealed in the oharming lettors
from our local service poople,

The kids .of our looal school are sponsoring this letter = They listen with koen
interest to tho letters that go out to tho servicoe people, and the roplies received,
and ero happy in having a part in the project. Tho finishing group — the oighth
grade, ore planning to entortain thoir parents at the Commodoro for a finishing off
treat. Thero are 15 poople in the oless. Exocopt for the primary teacher, Miss Violn
Engans, the faoculty is the samo for noxt yoar. Alvin Grob is from Alma, lives in
tho Plentie house, has 3 boys, is tho principals Miss Carol Moc has the 5 and 6
gredos for several years past. The third end fourth gradoe teacher is lrs, Hildahl
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from Caledonia, She has a son and daughtor with her end lives at the Eyler Cabin ..
Court. ot

You people "out there" realize more fully now the advantage of education, end
no doubt value it more highly. We here at home are directly responsible for the
character and quality of our schools. No poins should be spared to maintain thom
at a high level. There are quite a number of young femilies at present who should
be looking forward toward the time when their children will enter the schools, and
should now be taking an aotive interest in all oivic affairs. Homos, churches, and
sohools ere the institutions for successful livin = end, wo might add, that tho
Community Club is another valuable institution, ch morits the whole=hoarted sups
port of everyone. It has for years had the entiring sorvices of oné men ‘as chair-
man, who has done much to maintain its upkeep. Ed ig officient in whatever ho:
undertakes, He has presided with tact, has backed projects for the welfare of.
sohool and community « haa given unstintedly of time, means and thought, and we'.
horeby acknowledge same. Mr. and Mrs, Hurley are now on treok to Ed's favorite: .
ro8ort = the Hot Springs in Arkensas. i 2 YRR PP e e T T

The April meeting of the Community Club was, exceptionally good. The La Crosso
County Junior Red Cross chairwoman, Mrs. J. R. Jonkins, and two young people from
la Crosse schools, Miss Pat Moleod and Jack Londes gave interesting talks on the
history, accomplishments and purposes of Junior Red Cross,

Mr. Hurley interviewed Jim Griffen on his army experiencos. Jim's cempaign
was in Italy with the S8ignal Corp, He suffers the consequences of wet, cold
oxposure, and is home on leave from Foster General Hospital, Jackson, Miss., ro-
lessed to be her while "Pat" was at home. Any number of lads have been at home
on furlough when there was to be a Commumnity meeting. But all have had attacks
of Gs 1. jittors — when it come to talking about their experiences. Jim talked
freely and we apprecieted his doing so. In spoaking of the amy food — Jim dom-
onstrated and explained a pnckage of "K" dinner rations whioh had been given the
olub by Mrs. Mark Smith. Jim's furlough is up on May S5th. "Fot" will go on April
30 to Hot Springs, Arkanseas.

Two men discharged from tho service have been with us. Paul Broring's brother,
Fritz, who has beon hospitalized for some time bocauso of a "brush" with the "Krauts"
and Joe Doyle, now of Washington, Ds C. who hes been in the Novy. Lods home on fur
lough, beside tho Griffens, were Jim Hofeor who had finished boot troining for the
Navy and John Spangler from Marine "boot" at Parris Island, 8+ C. Bob Bacon was
home from Ft. Pierce, Fld. Ralph Broring was being transferred to Neow York and the
Cruiser SS Houston, now in dry dooks He left April 9, Miss Joan Elodo Graf accom—
paning. They were married in Brooklyn and are now living at 301 Sterling Plage,
that olity. Ralph enjoys his work in the Navy, talked interestingly of hie work, -
and spoke of the indispensable use of radar in the Navy. A radar man, Don Fay, was
among the furlough men. Don is doing air-borno radar ot Robins Fiold, Ga. His
wife returned with him. She has beon at home in Milwaukeo since their marringe in
Novembor. "Smokey Joe" made n firsterate recovery from his attack of scarlet fever
ond had time to enjoy his stay before reporting at Langley Field, Va. May 3.
Lorreine Stollick Tofte spent her first furlough hore at home and in Tllinois with
her husbands people. Friend husbond had been shippod to the So. Seass

Art Oldenburg hans been moved up to Okinawn. Frank Voight is on Luzon, we learn.
Donnld Yolton is still in the Dutoh Bast Indies doing transport with anything from
Jeeps, mail, end army personell, Don made & trip to the Philipines and had to oross
a river in a netive canoe which eapeized, so that Donald hed to swim for it — along
with the orocodiles, Froncis Waltor is to be sent back into notion. He had been
aboard ship since his 30 day furlough, but marines arc much in demand. William and
Harvey Miller are in Germany with Patton, Williom in the 3d Army and Harvey with the
lst. Jo Hodgo hos been traneferred to the infantry in Germany = Howard Pendleton
who inlisted in the Navy — has been trensferred to the Sea Bees. Bob Melaughlin i=
now in a rest comp in France and the two Horton boys mot in France ond had two daye
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together., They had not seen each other in two and one-half years. Ain envioble

‘experisnce |

Locally there is activity amoung the various organizations — The Fire Depart—
mont — The Gophor Club = The Bowling Teems — all of which are planning festivities
during Mey. The baseball bug is boginning to nip the younger group. Our junior

Hi lost %o Lincoln Junior Hi on a 16 — 18 score — first gome.

Myron Andorson -

pitcher — Doneld Spangler = catohor. Fires on the bluffs were numerous this spring
tho not as bad os here=to=for. A female volunteor force took care of the flere on
Esgle Bluff, Three of our young ladies scorchod eye brows — blistered hands,

smudged their faces,md blood-shot eyeballs = but did o finished job. Crodit goes

to Beverly, Marion, and Betty. Frost later threatened the orchards and small fruits.

Some ohanges took place during April. Just as the Hasselbush house had been
put into attractive repoir — Hode Morrison wns moved to Chicago with a likely per—

 manent job with tho Army. He has boen at Comp MoCoy continuously. Lorraine ond hor

grendfather took over the Knapp houso north of town — and then on April 30th Irons

and Billy trod the nisle to tho altar in a very protty wedding, supported by Lorraine
' and Clarence Vetsch. The newly weds went into Northern Minnesota for a jaunt, and

will reside in the house wacanted by the Morrison's.

Mrs, Locohler and Rosemary poid Donnie oweckeend visit at Groat Lakes.

The Ladies of tho Reman Catholic Church served 600 people n spare rib and sauer—

kreut supper at the Cemmodore early in the month.

Vic Leidel and Neal Feuerhelm went to Minneapolie April 10th, purchased a new
plene = a P. T, = 19 — over which thoy are quite enthusiastic. Work on the runways
st Prench Island Port progresses — materinl going from the two La Crescent lime
stone quarries, hauled by a large floet of truoks. Minnesota Highwey vehicles are
carrying material from o recently purchased shalepit on the Cameron farm to the

Brownsville rond whore some changes are being made.
Cheerio and Happy Doys !
The Community
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"A Pive=mirute furloughdegranted by your General Community

As I was walking down the street

A protty girl I chanced to meet.
Says she to me with a smile so sweet,

"I want to be in on the Gel. treat."

Bo a bank chack neat
8igned "oashier", tout suite,
And Ko McOaffery to make it complete
Puts Uncle San's stamps on this news sheet .
A pome

Our January news letter told you of Donald Frappier, gunner on the
8. 8. Yorktown, giant flattop known ae the "Flying Lady" in the movie
version. Frappier drove gae truck for tho Standard with Howard Paponfuss
before going into the service. Hin family, wifo and four children, live
in the B. Ee Harris house near Lottes's He again has written a most in-
terosting letter from "somowhors in tho Pucific." FHo says he hes been
in the naval battles of tho Philippine lslands,Formosa, in tho first oarrior
fleot in tho Ohina Sea and coast of Indo-China, HongHank and Iwo Jima,
coverod the invasion of soveral small islands and was firet to strike
Tokyo. He suggests to anyono craving oxoitoment that they join him and
he guarantoes plenty of it.

Anothor lottor cmmo from Pacific wators. This in the Philippino
arca and writton by Irwin Vetechs Irwin woye many names in thoso lottors
aro strango to him.. That's not surprising, Irwin. Ve, right horoe in the
village, can't koop track of tho now pooplos Some of thom come for
awhilo and aro gono; othor now onos eomo to stay but do not bocomoe a part
of tho villago ne quickly as in tinoe pust. And wo arc surc sorry about
tho woman situation in your lifo. How sbout a pin-up girl to koop in
your mind's oye--lovoly brown hair and oyos, splondid tooth and a good
snilo, gonorous, théughtful, frank, a good cock, a girl who can lough??
givo you somothing to look forword tol

Thank-you-lottors were rocoived from Bob Gavin, Robort Boohm,~~Boohn
wos boing roopnditionod in o Colorado camp; Boobor Gavin was ot Bromorton,
asaignod to tho U, 8. Battloship Now Jorsoy, ono of throo sistor 45000=ton
babios boing dotalled to annihilato Japans Robort saye whilo thoy aro the
largoot ships oflont, thoy aro etill nwfully emall whon thoy got in the
niddlo of the Pacific oochn, Jorry Schwarz wroto to Community Club from
Snory, Va. whore ho is doing o V-12 progran.

Somo of our lads don't writo ns ofton ns wo could wish. Vo know thoy
argmorc than busy, weary too, undoubtodly. ‘Yo can only hopo thoy arc aleo
safo, Windy Reidor camo into port with casualtios from Okinawa, but, of
courso, did not got homo. Rolly Stollick did got homo for o fow days f
boforc shipping out for sorvico. Donald Looohlor had a boot furlough and
was thon transforrod to tho Soa Boos. Uhilo ho was at homo, tho Cormodoro
closod for o wook, giving all tho holpors o vacation at one timo. BSomo
of tho boys have asked how tho now nddition thore wae arrangod. It is

' x 60', to tho north, can bo wsod for dining ond, or, dancing. Tho
fornor dining room and tho bor havo oxchanged placoe; tho kitohon hhs bean
oxtondod south making a largo sunny roome It ie connocted with tho now
dining reom by an ndditional sorving room back of tho borroor.
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Airt Janson spont most of May at homos Art had boon with tho Navy in
tho South Scas nlmost a yoar, and hos hod some battlo notion. Gorald
(Fat) Oriffin is now gungdding Gorman prisonors noar Milwaukoo. Mrae.
Howord Paponfuss' brother, Marvin Groonwood, stoppod horo on his woy
to his homo in Pickwicks Ho had boon rolonsod from o Gormon prison onmps
Ho said he had boon on a forcod 5%5-day narch from ono prison to anothor.
Nico going l

John 8panglor hos boon sont to LoJouno 8. Oar. Stollick, Louchlor,
Spanglor ard our 18-yonr~-oldstors. Junior Andorson has distinguishod
nimsolf and 1a Oroscont by o spocinl toet at Contral to win tho military
scholarship for collogo training with oxpenso-froo tuition, toxt books,
uniforms, food, and lodging -nd transportation.

Susio Q. snys, "Ah! Spring! whon o young man'a Pancy tarna to lovoe—
of basoBalll Go down any stroot of your town and drivo carofully to avoid
an inprontu gomo of ball among noishborhood enall frys Tho Bill Lathrops
aro building up o fine toan, the latoot boing Konnoth who joincd tho group
oarly this month. If Bill Pinds hineol? short handod right now, ho nay bo
nblo to mustor Dorie and Duano Horton's sark Elliot, who cano into tho
ficld n fow days lators Our senool principal, .lvin Grob, is n busy
manager for tho Rinky-Dinka who havo played fivo ganos oach with Lineoln
Junior High and Blossod Snornnont, losing to oach nnd winning 50/; of thoir
gnco. /hile tho now gonoration of loeal Cardinale aro in tho smme
rosplondont whito wool suite (thoy aro moro like folt now) worn of old,
Mgre Jrob is morc than proud of thome Tholr firet gamo wae roinod out
but thoir scoond, with Omalaska, a ton inning gawo, hold up woll for tho
first half, for unsoasoncd playorss Tho linc-up is ce followss Mgr. arob,
pktehor; De Andorson, patchor; L. Harlos, First Bnsc; 0. Bono, gocond ;

E. Harlos, third; !. Lottes, short atop; L. Oavin, loft fi0ld; Juntin,
conter; Re Shopardson, Right ficld; De Kathane

Longuo Bowlors wound up thoir sonson this mohth with anothor big
tournwiont.

The Fire Dopartment gave thoir anmual daneo at tho Hokah Oormundty
Hall, Thoy had a fino crowd nnd cloarod a couplc hundrod for tho doptie
Thoro arc only 33 voluntoors now. Art Gittons io otill chiof, Ohriep Jmbunhl,
Prosidont; @d Hasoolbush, vico prosidont; Oarl /dttonborpg, soo-tronsurors

Tho Gophor Sporteman's Club functiono rogularlys « comittoo; Nato
Randall, Pros, Bill Lathrop ard Frank Jrover not in conforonco with tho
Stato COnsorvation in 8t. Paul May 10. The following wook the Gophors
woro hosts to n Boy Scout Aally with Be [e Ingli no sponkors Fidde wero
shown, also considornblo intorost. .bout 18 lade rocruited for orgnnization
of a troop, tho Gophors sponsocring ite Lator 2 oub rally was ptroipodod
by 65 npplicnntsl ‘Jlowl Mr. Grovor ie ohaiynan off tho cormittoo and vo
wish hin overy succoss in thc urdortakings Oldor lads, thoso over 16,
"working on tho radlrond all tho livolong day? aro: Larry COnvon, Roland
Shopardaon, two Bona boye, Woal Gittons, Donald .ndoreon, Jayno Lottoos

liuntors eay ducke nnd goose nra nooting horo and nony noro than
wsunl Pintnil, toal and ynllard ducks are to bo soon, miong then groy ducka,
§-a.dw".un, bluchille, blnckhondas Tho hoavy roins brought on a too onr ly
Juno rishd, doing derage to tho mooting, and egge aro to bo soon floating
in tho water. Our "La Orescont Loko" io full ard high, tood to look abs
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Spring-fed Rainbow and upper Blue Lake are all-season cold and make for good fish.
The La Crosse~La Crescent pike has been lined both sides with fishermen, but with
poor returns. Too ocold and wet. They say the coldest May on record, and the
latest killing frost. At that the orop prospect is not too bad, tho some have lost
60 % or more of the apple harvest. Corn is suffering from yellow jaundice. Grain
is slow, but so far hay and new seeding is good. GCardens are backward. Looal
people were fortunate to have Art Beach and his team for preparation of the soil.
Lawns and bouleverds have had bettem~than-ever care and are really attractive. The
effect is more apparent when the grass is kept down to the paving, is a help in
eliminating weeds, end more people are doing that. As the restrictions on building
are relazed we may expect an up-surge in village growth, as there are constant in—
guiries by purchasers, and some exchenge of properties.

The Community Club met May 16 to retain the old officers for emother year, to
plan the ennual Community pionic, and to enjoy a short comedy skit under the direo—
tion of Lucille Hurley Videni., It was the only dramatio work done this year and
deserves honorable mention. Five High School youngsters partioipated and we con—
gratulete them on their performance, and the privilege of receiving such fine
directing. Since then, Mrs. Videni and daughter, Victoria May, have taken an
apartment in La Crosse for the duretion.

The Seventh War Losn Bond Drive has been a May Feature. The local quota was
$19,000. The village is zoned with 1 men on the working ocommittee. Pledges are
redeemed at oither the Pos t Office or the Bank and somo largs loans have been
taken, By aotual count there are 102 people living here who comec under the payroll
deduotion plan in La Crosse also.

The old Civilian Defenss orgm ization agein engineered the Poppy sale, dispos—
ing of 200 poppies in record time and remitting $30 to the Veteran's Hospital Fund.

On the 13th, Mildred Schlabach became Mrs. Jaok Delaney at Amarilla, Teoxas.
Mr, Deleney is a commeroial photographor.

Molly McClave has returned from Washington City to be at home during the summer
months.

Dorothy Brown completed her training at the Minneapolis Secretarial School
and is working in the La Crosse office of the New York Life Ins. Co.

Geraldine Gittens has a oivil service position with en Army airoraft faotory
at Sante Anen, Calif.

Memorial Day hed no plenned observence herc. Volunteer workers had put
Prospeot Hill Cemetery in order, familics romcmbered their own plots of grant
there end, as for many years, J. A, Lilly again placed a flag at the resting place
of each veteran.

All this in the merr{ month of May !
Give us the "lowdown" on yourselves as you can—We will pass it on.

More anone=From your old Homo Town.
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ANOTHER FIVE-MINUTE FURLOUGH

Written 'long about "knee-deep in June" and "it's June June June"l
The Community p8cnic started off this month at ¥yrick Park under the
efficient generalship of }rs, Paul Broring and her C, C, committee. All
of 200 werethere though it was cold and rainy, The food was good and
generous, Orvie Wetzel's coffee was superlative, The youngsters chanted
MNo more lessons, no more books, no more teacher's cross-eyed looks",
put on slacks and reveled in Dixie cups and orange cuush, ;

Since then it has been more "June June June", strawkerries, some hot
days, need for rain, and then relief, The Strawberry orop is short this
yvear due to late frosts, butthe price is good~=- Orvie Bob Wetzel is
again Bd Hurley's truck driver., Strawberries are not raised as exten-
sively anymore,

Jiuch speculation among us as to who will get home, --who will have
. .points for discharge, etc,, the same expectancy as among you service
. people, Robert Boehm and Rudy Newhouse are at home discharged, Gerald
Griffin will be mustered out at Ft., Sheridan shortly. Gerald Schwarz wac
seen here for 10 days before transfer to the U, of Virginia, WAC Claudia
Albrecht has furlough time here until July 10, WAC Jiildred Smith Shanley
week-cnds here with her pother, lirs, art smith, semi-occasionally. Botib
- girlslook fine, We are all for military training if it pute people into
such fine physical amdition as the examples we have among our local
militaire, (Only no more combat performance in ours, please,) We hearc
General "IKE" over the radio with the distinct feeling of his sincerity
and his affection for "all you boys", All of us at home fecl the seme &
affection variously cxpressed but

"then you come home and séttle down in ca'm cantent

And Cuss the towns where you have went'---~--%e may not be 8o volubl.
However president Truman says one of your jobs will be to assume responsi
bility for the functions of the country., lore power to you and we are
expecting large things from you right here too.

The letters from people who receive our news letter cantinue to com:
e wish 1t were pdssible to give some of them back to you, but we must
satisfy oursclves with quotations, Billy Carroll wrote from Yidway where
he champs the bit for more action, preferring to be with an active rather
thén a maintainance corps of cnginecers, He still loves sports and was
~thrilled by making the acqmaintance of Great Lakes basketball coach, Ralg’
Williams, with whom he hopes to be associated after the war., Dallas Ames
wrote from Austria where his scction of the 3rd Army is rounding up & 8
testapo men with most competent help of Russian soldiers., Dallas sym-
pathized with our three pgirl-fire-fightezs' loss of eyebrows, says he’
asn't had any for some time because of the stoves that blaw up when
lighted, Hopo that you have managed to kecp the "new crop", Dallas, Ve
rend that the 3rd was to remain in Germany and wonder if that includes
you, If so, too bad to blast your expressed hopes of UBC'n us, Your
folks don't sing "Don't fence me in"--A nice picket fence surrounds the
new home, - '

From Kentucky we had o nice letter from Lillian Vetech Richmond.
Lillian had been home on a furlough butshe didn't show up at ¢ Club so
‘e missed knowing whe'd been here., Our account of fiold caditions had
appealed to her farmer heart, as we hope it interested others., Tho
middle of Junc 'and ske said tobacco was just being planted therey As in
~o8t parts of the countrye.Scason was late!

_our APA boats got into the atates reccently, The Golden Gate Bridge
%gwna as much to them as the Lady of Liberty in New York Harbor means to

A%3e coming home from the east, Hugh Fay had been gone 6 months and
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hnd becn subjccted to some of the fearful suleide plane and bomba, The
Arphibian forces came in for their babtiosm of fire at Lingren gulf ,
andthe later Okinawa finsco, There iz no doubi cdombat passtes the
anagination of thosc who have not experienccd it, Chap Gavin's boat ig
iaid up for reconditioning and he will be home for a bit, Windy and
"H D" went out agein, They wili confirm B, Carroll's surmise that ?hoy
have been where it iz hot. Dounld Fay has gone to the Bell Alrcrafi
Corp., at Atlanta to inspect radar unite being installed in B-29's wvaich
rcll off the assombly line at the rate of two a day, which doesn't, 10
says, ceem %0 many until you see the size of the planc and the "atufi"
thot goes into them,, Don writcs, Atlanta io a very beaubiful city--
a farest of trees, beautiful laowne and homes, TFor you who recall "Gon¢
with “he Wind", and Peachtrce Street!
Trre Waldow hes had word from "yron who is on a tanker in the Phillippis
avca, that his new rank is now Licut., (j.s.). John Waldow is at Truax
Pield, Wis, His wife end san are herc, Rddie Gittens spent 3 days at
heme, Doc and family were nlso here at the same time, Fddie is playnf
ball again this scason, meeting nrmy teams throughout the middle weeot,
some of the young lads, anticipating their 18th birthdays, are
signing up for the Navy, MNcanwaile, Irvin Herlos, Wayne Lottes, the
two Anderson boys, Halmer and Donald, arc busy for the summer at Allin
Chalmers. Paul Broring, Harold Holthous, Tiner Gran, Fill Xampschroex
arc regularly omployed ther, We understand )'r, Kampschroer has recantl
purchased seven lots in the village, which looks like permancy, George
¥arschal bought two lotsnand hasexcavated for the hasement of a new
lhome, Adolph Justin who owns the Frank Smith plnace, recently purckased
three lots facing his property, and ¥r., W. J. Godtl hae acquired all of
the "gak Terrnce" east of the old Smith house just mentioned., George
Stellick's acre to the west begins to look like a farm, It's hard wourk
ng does it, Two more lote have been sold opposite and along side the
ball diamond to an Amundson family from La Crosse, Bob Panke has begun
his new home and "Cop" Roth, La Crossec grocer, is erccting a house on
the point east of the Junior Pioneer picnic ground, Irvin Husman sold
his house to Rupert Boma and has bought three acres off the Cameron
farm, adjoining Clarence Welch's orchard, is putting down a well, has
annew berry patch growing, The new Roman Catholic Cemetery at the
"Forks" oppoeite the new Euocman property is taking shnpe through the
gevoted attontion of Rev, Britz nnd his faithful male congregation, On
'y June 24, thoy celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of Fr, Britz priet

: ;» hood whth a chicken dinner at the Commodore where the ladies served

- 600 people,

The Boy Scout troup got going this month with Melvin Hickenbotham
leader, and Burton lach, assistant (more new names for you to conjure
?1th). The movemont is spnsored by tho Bopher Sportsmen's Club, The
fcout commtttoe is Frank Grover, Nathan Randall, Wm, Lathrop, 1'rs.
Lethrop has a group of 21 girls in her Scout Troop, unsponsored,

Wo rivalled "Life's" pictures of Guam last wecck the tremendous
machinery used to crush rock at the Lautz quarry rmoved through town
having finished the contract with the French Inland Airport, The South
Ridge quarry is still operating until July 1, but will cantinuc for
u?me time, to pulverize line for use by the A.A.A. for farm fertilizer.

'P,otoaiof the quarry appeared in last Saturday's La Crosse Tribuno,

5 % Village tglephone lines are receiving extensive repairs under Mg».
Bs .?owter. Hr, Fowler is trouble man for electric signnls alony

;ihzf& 8 .fP. Ry. At theannual school meeting on June 26, he was roolr
( h;;mnn of tho school bonrd, which has Bill Olson as clerk nnd YHlbert
rshg.ty) Vollonweider, treasurer., The meeting hada full houre. /4 now
@chool house site had been called for--now don't get oxcitecd, don't ve .

I

Volume 2 — Newsletters - Page 32



July 1945 - page 3

- oy

1

nicled- ﬁ"mﬂn was a great success, The majority had even decided

vhnat #8%e ahould Yo and 1500,00 was woted toward a purchase, and
an optiom indicated if pooeidle on tho vacant property couth and east

y of &o: 2411y homes, one part of the A, Lilly cstate., Ve are

| gotting ouf fect on the forward path,

% Another indication of the progress ic that for the firet time in

" forty-five J:m La Crescent has Sunday passenger train service, The

"1 train, on: nufnmn Division between La Crosse and Savannah, is duo
herec at 10,00 A}, going to La Crosc ¢ and returning at 3,45 P.).
Freight service is very heavy due to war materiale moving %o Seattle
for the Pacific War, A large Navy tanker, duilt at a Savage, Minn plant
paseod down the river the middle of the month, Theso boats are finished
on the interior as they progross towasd the sea, A new daily bus
service has begun between La Crosse and Lanesboro, stopping at the

' Gittono store here, while the local bus service continues to function

. with Clarence Vetsch and Harold Chose, chaffours,

":‘ © Our young population had an nddition during June in Mise Xathleon

" Ann Leidel, and ifiss Donna Rae MclLees, Dongratulations are due Lts,

PJ‘ Vic and Gladys Leidel, and iir, and Mre., Sam MclLeee,

Y The Leidel girle, Elizabeth and Evelyn, came from Portlandse opend
the swmer at home and to help with the berry harvest,

Mis Carol loe, who has taught the 5th and 6th grades here for
sevoral years, wasmarried June 23rd, at Holy Trinity Church, La Crosse
%o Cpl. Bmanuel ¥oda, a Jackoory Vinn, man, Our ¥rs., Bd. Eurley wnc

soloiot for the ceremony,
I ¥r. and Jire, John 8, Harris have yacationed for a week north of
Minneapolis, Stanley, Beverly, Rayrmond Stoehr and 2111 Yetoch take
. eare of the store.
SORROotion MR Rer yEk 18 the Betioast Deirres s e et 1a
nnection r work in the ¥Nat tere o Re MNre.
Schwarz ieo.the genorous sponsor of this letter, % b
Though the Community Clud has suspended its moetings for the
Tummor monthe, local noore among your friends assuro a monthly news
lettor, Let us know if you receive them, 34 Hurley looks for your
lotters and the nows in them 1o pascod on to others in the service,

Best wiches of
Your Cormmunity

{ 4
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Priends:

Socially we are quite gay. “tarted June off with a picnic
and a wedding, --Eetty Gavin, you know, and Ray Dickson, On July
1st a ball game between our Cardinsls and BErownsville, Our re-
cent mention in these letters of the baseball activity here
seems to have started something, ILike Will Rogers, I see by the
papers, that Dubuque, Iowa, Spokane, "ash,, and one other big
town claim to have more baseball per square boy than any other
place in the country. The lads play about every funday if they
are not rained out, Zavor, however, among the lesser fry, leans
slightly toward quoits or horscshoes or barnyard (olf, as you
prefer,

Well, mddic Ames is home for 30 days ., The folks have a
swell picket fencc, gltes and all, btut it don't kcep Tddie in,
ile painted up the old family bus to look like the one Ford is
going to make aftor the war and stepped out, right and left, with
the gals, Charles Gavin realized the promised furlough, Jack
got home same time, discharged from the service, The boys with
their wives have enjoyed the ontertainment round-about for n
really good time, ~"ajor Jamee Pced nas becn here with his poople
for the in-between 30 days, Jim's father is Mr, Earry Pced,
train dispatcher for the ¥ilwnukce Ry, The sister, Helen, from
gan Francisco and brother Billy, conncctcd with the shipyards
at Evansville, Indiann, came to complete the family circle,
Yajor Pecd has had 34 months in thc Turopean theater, Ralph
Timm was home for 11 days con routc to Camp Adalr, Ore.

Not too many furloush at home., Servicccs arc too busy
cleaning up tho Duropean mass or sweating it out on the *acific
job, o0Of the 60 letters we mail cnch month, ondyy 18 po to points
insido the states, Orvie Bob Wetzel's name wag added to our
mailing list this month, Xc is at Great Lakes,

B, Carroll got his wish end is now on Okinawa, where, "I
sec by the papers', air-engineer of U,S5, Army Forees, Colonel
Geo, Mayo, says thc greatest military effort in world history
is taking place, ‘"@ever before anywhere have so many men with
8o much cquipment beoen working toward the same goal as on
Okinawn," oOur Arte Oldenburg is a busy guy on Okinawn now,

our diccharged men arc back in the groove.. Rudy Newhouse
will take over the local Standard station, his old job, the lst
of Aur., !oanwhile, he and Howard Peart are painting Standard
0il stations throughout southern innesota and into So, Dakota,
Robert Bochm ic working at Allis-Chalmers and G, Griffin ia at
Gateway doing mechanics,

Last month's letter pave the summer nctivities of the boys
of the village., This month we'll tell you nbout the pirla, Ta
rirl scouts had a big scrap paper drive., Charles and Ruth Gavi
garage is their warchouse, Jiyrtle Vhitficld and her daughter,
Jeanotte Wuost, have gone to Chapel Hill, North Carolina, to be
with her husbond's people and near tho camp wherc Joe is sta-
tioned since his return from Furope. Charlotte Kletzke hing gonc
to “an Francisco., Saye she hopes to see some of L Crescent's
gervicemon on the strects, Among the younger ladics arc tusinose
women Patty Knapp, clerk in a jeweler's establishment, Eiloen
Lottes, Marion Zumach, Akéma Beach, "beauty doctors", working
ind different "shoppes". Retty Eroring is in the office of the
Service Transfer, lielen Ann Géttens, Alice Scanlon, and"olly"
Yoclave at Kresge's, and Dorothy Ieckman in the office at Tranc's
P?tiy S¢anlon on being interviewed said, "Just a Victory Gardoen
girli®
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emeshg "old giria' (:cl;oioi.rémto;%i have boon gnthering oach
or a picnic an sit, o year thoy branched ou
rasa.ther in more o?, ghall wo sny? the junior Ploneer Girlg?t :. ut
5 went to the Caven cott@e on Shorc Acres on the 7th inst, Fom
and Flma Yorthingham, toachors in the public echools of Helena,
Jfont,, are the usunl reason for these pnatherings,  This year,

gio Tuther Yohe of ton, Io wnB h shared .
gcﬁ year the old phog%gyog La%r‘c’géon acﬁgglnﬁ?.ds y bylsoggrgays

arc brought out, and the girls laugh till the tears come nnd
their sidos nche over tne stories they reenll and the to-thom-now
funny nﬁeumce they then.made., For insinnce, can you fonture
this? oyd wilsy in curls} Then Joe Stcvenson appoars with
Dan Luther and Jim Vorthingham, Jim was one of our oarlicr rurnl
nail onrriers. His secrmons during the noon hour a% school, uaint
the alphabet exclusively, were moving and inspiring, In one
group is little Zelpha Camp in plaid drees, yeare later tho
mothor of Bud nnd Konncth Yeiter, oOur loeal postmiatrcess nbout
"knoe-high to a graschopper” and eit4inz on the lower front
stgps, sorious, berofooted, hands tiphtly clasped, 1ittle orvie
Vietscl.

Another party honored John Lemxe when 95 nieccs and nephews
helped celebrate his birthday,

July is the busy season for raspberry harvest, "HiY Rosen=
blum, the jiilweukee buycr, is arein in our midst, He and Ed
Hurlecy do e sort of combined vusiness, It is said that Aloys
Schwnrz is to take over manngement of the Kohler fruite at
Donehower, whore he will occupy = now nouse, Now whore would
any finer fruits be producced than ripght herc when it comee to
the red raspberries? We hoar Arne Eader told sore tall oncs on
pinian that thcy found hard to swallow, well, Jjust try thom on
onec of our berries swallowed wholel Ralph Kathan tried to swap
yarns with Arne, having been granted leave to crogs a few milecs
of water from naval hospital te look him up., We hope he suc-
ceoded,

Replies from our servicemen descerve acknowledgcment, Ve
were more than pratified when LaVance Boehm, writing from the
philippincs, expressed his hecarty approvel of thc city park
iden for our prowing metropolis, Lavanc does not like thc Phil-
ippines as he¢ knows them, He ndviscd our duck hunters it is nn
_ideal region for that sprot, Ve suspect LaVane loniis for the
hills of home,

~ 7ou know we've another project on hand now nnd solicit your
vote suszestions, or what have you. It's this now school busi-
ness we wrotoc you of, Te are ngreed soncthing should be donee=-
now whnt do you think? oOnec of our gservicemen has seid, " a gym%,
another, plenty of room for outdoor activitics, --and do wo neced
an auditorium?

Here is a lettcr recently received, given as written,

Junc 24th, Dear Friends: Rec'd the cormunity lotter this morn-
ing and went to thank all who are responsible for cditing the
paper, I'll try to retaliate with news of myseclf nerc in Europe,
liave been returned to France after spendin;; thre. and ono-half
ronths in Germany., I found Germn{ n vory veautiful country
with the Germen people having the best in Burope, Too bad tho
Germans are war mongmers and agpressive, 3y carcer in Germany
started in Aachen, then to Bohn, Hannef-on-the-ihine (veautiful)
place), liarburg, Kasscl, Herschfield, and nt the 1nst we were at
the minins villame of Ibu, Was able to visit two of Germany's
worst concentration camps, also saw scme other Tlnoen whore
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atrocities were committed, Tould like to tour Furopc after the
war when everything has been settlod., Have been visiting Pnris,
Rheims, and many other places in France, Swimming has becn our
greatest recreation herc plus bascball, Thanking; you asain for
the news, Sincercly, Bobu Stoehr,

Tragedy came to our village the evening of the 22d, "The
Ship" had been rcbuilt and was having an opening, Saturday night
and the highway was alive with transport trucks, Threo trucks
werc passing "The Ship” at 40 mph, August Schwarz hnad ;athered
a group of frionds to extend felicitations, Turning in from
the highway, his car was struck amid ships by one of thc hewi-
ly loaded transports, carrying the car a hundred fect before the
truck overturncd, Two pcople were killed, I'rs, George Garner,
popularly known as "Bobby". She is the dauwshter of Yorley -nd
Sybil Webster of Carrclls, Thc other was everybody's fricnd,
August Schwarz, "Hi" Roscnblum was badly sriashed and will be
hospitilized for sometime, Yaller Harpsraves, r, Schwnrz's son=-
in-law, escaped serious injury, Aw;ust has been a generous citi-
zen, engapsin; himself in anything he fclt was for the upcomins
of the villase, IHis place will be difficult to fill,

our genial bank cashier, Jerry and irs, 1illy, are spon-
soring this lotter of July neows items, Jerry has sisnificd his
willingness to relinquish the property waich the District thinks
would be the lopical place for a echool building, Jerry is a
public spiritcd and minded citizen. A fine building on his
proporty would be a credit to the conrmunity ~nd a nerorial to
the Lilly nname, Visiting former residents ronnrk the inadequ-cy
of our present schcol building,

ve nre experiencing n delipghtfully cool surmer, an unusual
amount of rain, Thc countryside is boautiful, and our villagze
is lush nnd ;reen, vith best wishos to each of yowu,

Your Comnunity.

Volume 2 — Newsletters - Page 36



September 1945 — page 1

Friende:

One rore corunity letter to our friends in pervice: perheps not the
laot, howover.

Thie ie your nonth-of-iugust review. 'le can't tell you the news until
it hae happened and a8 these are once-a~nonth lotters, you nuct project
your aindo into the foregoing wonth as you read.

1o understond cone of the boys have to do their projecting back several
nontha--thot the lotters sent out cach nmonth from tho gorrundty Club are not
alwaye recoivod on tine, so'io not at all, Pleace bo ncoured that no ono hau
hoon ovorlooked and seldom have wo incorrsct addrocson. One of our sorvice-
mon roceivod a wholo batch of our lottora aftor ho had corio hortie on furlough.
Thoy nuot have dono a hoap of traveling at that.

If thin jiuguot lottor is a junbled affalr, it was n juibled nonth. Hero
woat of us wore zearod to sit tight and enduro to the bittor ond, no nntter
how long it ~izht bo in coming; goarod to noot tho inevitablo; to tale it if
it ocamo homoe to uoj goarod to anxioty. iaybo all of you didn't take it
that way but that'm-phouvay wo folt. Suddenly Japan dooidod to capitulato.
J0mc of uo had "hizh"stordcs, coic of uc couldn't chango goars oo quickiy,
pono of us just sighed a deop thanktfulnooo.

Jut it wac tho harvoest nonthe 3rain to bo out throohed, hay to bo
curod--busy tinos and chorthanded. Tho old harvoot noon rode out of thoe
onpt ao per uounl, conctunt, containod, caln, ond coreno. You know that old
song: "Shino on, 3hinc on Harvodt “won, up in tho oky." foll she dooo and
oho did ond she will continue to do so. The thought cano to uc that through
all tho turtoil she doos "shino on", tho world dooo ondurvs & good thought--
soviothing to cling to.

Jordon Foy woo homo for tho first tie in a jyour. #in brothor Don and
wife cano on an unoxpoctod furlough saie tino and it wao a groat hooconing--
only and if "Hugh could just bo hore." Hes. wac in tho Howaiians neoting up
for tho firat timo with 2 hoio to'm acquaintonco. fugh had <ade a run in hio
littlo landeraft boat and saw n nusbor on a chip--rocoznized it for Uincton
Roddor's and loot mo tine in contacting hin. Thoy had liborty tozothor ond
thought to do a mribor of thinge. I'll bot thoro ion't o G.I. wvith a ciadlar
oxporionco vho dooon't lmow whot thoy did do. Talked nbout La Croscontll
Thon Hoober Zavin'c ohip hovo ine Hugh boat it over to toll lindy=-thoy zot
off oarly in tho =iorning, hut “oobor's ohis had gono out during tho night.
Howovor, ‘lbert Roidor was in the inlendo on hic way to 3nipan nnd the brothers
40t for the firot tino in four yearo. 3y tho way, Albort, .rno Indor ic in
tho 24th Jeab 5qd, 6th Jorib Gre Lilefe==you lknow whoros Ralph Knthoan i on
your ioland in tho Navy Hoopital 202, nn Hehe (moor how sono who have dono
atrotchoo as you have, should bo nont out nzadn. Thore's no accounting for
gsone of tho thingo that happon in thic <an's war, d porhapo we just havo
to ptand and toke it as the old poon hed it, "Their'o not to quontion why" otc.
You nll soun to approcintc homo. It did Gord a Lot of zood to got homo after
~o long n tino. Don hoo boon lucly about furloughc, but ho gotoe herio alwayo
to find slonty of fiold and tractor work waiting for hirt, co that tiioc novor
hango heavy on hic hande. He told of tho Red Oroos cantoon in Bvansville, Ind,
On your travolo across country you iizat look for it if you come that way. For
us who soo ao little of what tho Red Oroso doos, 1t wnp o rovolation. The
building itoolf otonds whito and cloan mnong tho groke-gritod curroundinge.
Girlc noot tho traing--ao hlondo toma--a hrunotto toan, urging the boyo to
lunch at tho Red Oroco. Folico, train ven, all show tho way. Tho Tood io
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wondorful, plonty and varied., Souveniors fron overywhere line tho walle,
oven tho silver dollar a gratoful doughboy toopod them ms tho train pulled
out, mountod with the eaption, "That you nmay never bo broke." Everything io
aboolutely froo, all sorvice ic d nated, and the wondor ic that thoy natch
their toano of sirle co woll.

Ralph Broring and wifo wore homo on furlough V-J day. They live in
Brooklyn, and we asked Ralph about tho troc that grows thorc and ho sayo it
grows rizht in front of hie house, in fact, there are two of then.

Jin Griffin had o 30-day furlough fron Footor Gomeral Hoocital at Jackoon,
Hicoiocoippi.

Robort Unmborgor, who hoon't boon homo for a long tino, visited Lo Oroscent
while on furlough in iinncapolic.

Joo Hodgo got back from Burope latc in the month, and .rt Munkel who
hao beon in Gomany io now at Canp licCoy.

- i\ now nane hac boon added to our licts Jr. uanderson ia now in uniforn
at thce University of yoming.

John ‘laldow was sont to tho weet coaot; hisc wifc had roccived an (PO
nddross and then John phoned ho wouldn't be gont out of the states--torm of
sorvice, age, -arital otntus, ote. to tho foro. Right hore it would ocoori
appropriato to donfossc an orror. Lt. Hyron ‘‘aldow io-on & gon-ploanc teondor,
now in tho Tokyo aroe. Jhatovor wo onid ho was on was a niotako. ‘o otand
corrocted.

Donnie lLoochlor nay have gono out. ‘hilc ho was at Shooncker, hic
nothor wont out to visit him.

A good many of our mon will havo lettorc hold horo for then oo tholr
nedil io oithor being roturncd or thero hno boon notico not to cond any.
Capt. Loc Flenty, Bob Stoohr, Robort iicLnughlin, Lt. ¥cClave, Bill Carroll,
:Hut" Bro:ing.(ﬂolliu Orr'o nwaits a now addrcoa 20 his people think ho has

Gono out”, .

The Jaldow boys, wo undorotand, hove made sono inveotnonts in local
roal ootate, buying plotc of sovoral acrca oach fron Glonovis, abutting
Pine Crook hizhway and ndjoining Irvin Husnman's purchase wo told you of in our
lapt. Irvino houso ic progrocoing. .n unalaska operator hno 2 onterpillar
and bulldozer with which he noves rountaing, bullds roadways, dige besouonta
ote. Ho 15 now oxoavating for Kanpshroor on hio rocont purchnse of lots
froz D.C. 'lobator.

Dr. .rchic 3kenp has bought "“ruit ieroo", the .uguct Schwarz fari, and
we hoar Horton Frouonkron will nanago ite liro. Schwarz ic harvocting tho
fall apple crap, howcvor.

L rocont hnil otorn danaged applos some. Jpples are at o proniun too,
ao erops wore shortoned by tho spring frocto.

Konnoth 3hopherdoon has offered his heno for sale and plans to 3o to
Texno.

hon Bd Gitten bought tho Loo Bownan hone, his own placo at the north
ond of tho village was cold to .«J. King, o brothor-in-law of Loo Loochlor.
Wir. King hnd a plateau loveled off noar the highway oppocito tho Sholl otation,
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and hao orected n Laboratory Refrigorntion fnetory whoro he builds a2 dovico
of hioc own developing for troating oils for usc at various tomporaturcos. Hio
diotribution ficld io through practically all oil companioco of tho U.d. and
he has unito in India cnd Venozucla. Ho io just now comploting an order for
Ruosia'c uge, going thorc through tho U.3. Troasury.

Chrio Jnbuchl has juct openmed n littlo tovorn on hic proporty facing tho
Standard 3tation, nnd acrosso tho highway.

Pete Krog nnd Zlainc's fruit stands aro cpon for businoss, nnd tho
cilor eabine aro boing takon care of, since lro. Ziler's deoath, by Carl Eiler,
2 cony, and hioc wifos Molwoo tho north end of town quito a bucincos occotion.

Virgil 3chultz was on his way to the woot const nnd o dofence jub to which
he was being tranoforred, when V-J dey arrived nnd tho job blew up. Ho back-
trackod with his faily nnéd hac purchasoed the Holtz proporty in Dreohoch. Ho
io at hio old job nt Allin~Chalnorso.

iire ¥rank Grovor has a chaming backynrd; o st ono firoploco adda to the
intorcot. This yoar's annual woinor roact party for tho noighborheod 1eidy
wno ntiondod by twonty-soven gucstsc.

Our ball toan rounded out the ronth with a zone at the Houston County
foir on Friday, .ugust 31. The lado loot their gamoe Thoy have not boon toe
fortunatec thioc senson on scorca, playing many teans of oldor, noro oxporionced
none Thoso who know will say our toma gives good promise, with noro yoabs
and oxperkonco, and will bo ablo to acquit thonseclves handooricly.

The La Crosse Tribuno, carly in tho month carried tho following
announcoriont: Goraldine Jittons, dauzhtor of iire & irce. Dorl Gittons of
La Croocent, and Marion Papponfus 3 1/C, con of iirs. Bornice Popponfuc,
Dekoto, Hinne woro -wrricd July 25, in Santa Jnn, Calif,

‘Jo will broak ovor into the edge of 3outombor to givo you o bit of nowg.
On tho seoond day of the month Jin Richardoon rushed hono to bo narried at
a 6 o'cleck 3unday oveninz church weddinz in Qoon Vnlloy, ioce., to Evangoline
Olgon, o high school clascnnte. Jini's oachool hnd boen clocod and ho wos being
ohipped to the woot coaot. :

snd hore ic soncthing olac ovor into tho odze of Scptembor. Rolland
3tellick was homo. ‘'inoton Reidor hnd acked for Rully's ship, thinicing ho
izht run acroco hi~e Bubt Relly'o ohip, The Heal L. Scott, hadiboon doing
goa duty to Bill Richardoon's flattop, U.2.3. disnion Bay, nll during tho
owmnor nanouver in the upper Ltlantic and noither had ony knowlodze of tho other.

“lo roport two lottors from our servicenon. Don Yolton writco and wo
quoto, "On tho 16th dny of July, I wao prooted to the rank of First Lioutonant
and sinco that tire I havo beon oporating with an outfit of ny own!(flight
londor). aood for you, Don. "Jo arc loeated in the back woodo of the
Philipoines and liveo very cleso to Hature, tcoeloco. /¢ had anticipated
the £innl nows of poacc oeveral days. Now tho forciost thought in cveryono's
nind is how long it will be before we aro at hoie againe I wo woit until
wintor, I'n afrnid tho cold nnd onow will bo quito a phock aftor living in
this clianto. I hopo te soo you nll boforo vory long."
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Dallao dnos wrote from Nuronburg Gomany, "Holle, Uomunity Club! Recoived
the nowo lottor yootorday and enjoyod it vory -mch. Ja juot back from 4 dayo
nt root omrp in Pronco, 20 wilos from Luxonburg. Toured tho citiocs which wo
hod firod into. Thoy aro ronlly n noss. It 40 raining todny nnd we don't ovor
nood rain. Have boen playing both base and soft bell, ‘lo have n protty
foir toan and roally play soro closo ganos. Our divieion tean is playing for
tho B.T. O. chanpionship noxt wool, having nlrondy won the 3rd Jry title.”
Dallao' is tho D Divioion. One of tholr pitchors did a no hit no run gamo.
Dallas ocoys hie nano g Blackwell and that Joo Gittons night know his oo ho
ugod to piteh for tho Redo. "Thanking you for tho news until noxt tino,
Dallas." OQur lotters soom to inspire Dallas to writo!

A mothor of ono of tho G.I.'s stoppod today to say that although hor
gon had cortainly npproeistod the lottors, "fou know how it is, He'o an
awfully poor hand at writing lottors." WNo apologios aro nocossary, rea’ly.
lo only hope you zet econe onjoyniont from thom. ‘o nt heso hore do 2 lot of
paving with good intontiona, in tho nattor of lottor writing, and at no tine
have wo had to labor undor tho handicaps of "wars dosolations”. ]

Our zenial prepidont, B¢ Hurloy otande zood for thio lottor and joins

ue in oaraphrasing Johnnio of Phillip Morrie, "Ovno nnd poe us sono tino.
'o'11 bo waiting for you. ©Cnll for your

Corrmunity Club
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September:

Days are great for quiet enjoyment, The river and bluffs are
wonderful., The St. Louis Star-Times waxes poetic. e auote 1n part:
"Mellow, warm, sunshiny days
Shaggy, white, overstuffed rag bags of clouds detouring
about a blue sky,
Red banners of sumac, clumps of goldenrod and wild asters,
zinnias of gold, red and yellow.
Bob "hites calling, blue-jays screaming, cock pheasants
challenging.
Dusk chargng quickly to dark." September!

September - Signal for renewed activitles.

September - Bowlers complaining of lame backs after the summer
recess. The usual number of teams, here, we undenstand, much the
same personnel.

September - School days, the kids call it d-a-z-e. One hundred
and forty one enrolled in this man's town.

September - The hunter's morn begun - Sportsmen whetting their
carbines for the promiged open season for migratory fowl on the 20th.-
boy, how the gune did pop! '

September -~ Theme song.-~"When Johnny Comes Marching Home,"
Marching home! Better you had, e want and need you, Lots of things
need doing around here, We've mentioned from time to time all the
fine resources, scenery, soil, climate (lots of 1t sometimes, but never
more than we can take) electrlclty, water faclilities (not enough of
that yet) room for growth, lots of it; proxismity to a comfortably
large town, and fine roads for travel. 'hat more could one ask? So
when you come marching in, taking those two or three weeks to loaf
and adjust, keep a weather eye out for what you think ls needed here,
and, why not organize to put your home town on the man? You know,
they say each gommunity is a cross section of the whole country. E.C.
Waldow recently volced hisg anpreciation of our surroundinge. D.
Kellicut, one-time resident, now in Onalaska, advertises a settlement
project there. Austin, Minnesota is using Quonset huts to meet the
housing shortage. Red Wing is bringing in buildings from the govern-—
ment project at Merrimae, now closed. People working in Eau Claire
commute 256 miles. A Wiscongin woman remarked here that "La Crescent
is a God-gend to La Crosge." They should know that. <o when Johnny
comes marching home again we'll give him a hearty welcome and Hurrah!

A copy of our July letter addressed to Lea Flentle was returned
this week. "e wonder when he 1s coming here to take up the residerce
the war interrupted. 'We hear Ken McClave's mail i1s being sent back,
50 he 1g on his way. Maybe he will be able to gettle, Hls wife hags
teen temohlng Lh the Minneapolis schools and has shared an apartment
with a onetime La Crescent girl whom some of you know, Helen Vinter,
Helen also teaches in the Minneapolis schoolas,

Some of our boys and girls have been at home, Janet McClave,
Bob Bacon, Eddie Gittens on furlough. Bob Stoehr back from Europe
for relocation later--Lloyd Kaston as well, Jim Richardson reporte
at Jowa Pre-flight, points notwithstanding. Jim has four years of
Marine enlistment to round out. Billy Carroll is happy to be here
for a time., Billy and his dog featured a picture write up in the
Sunday Tribune, Joe Hodge revorts back perhaps for discharge. Had
time, while here to fix things up for a future for himgelf and
gameone else.
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A former resident who left here eight years ago, Archie Campbell,
called to renew acquaintance and found the village much changed. His
combat service was rendered in the South Pacifle.

Jim Griffin has had his dlscharge, also Vernon alters, and Bob
McLaughlin is wearing the "little gold eagle", Myrtle and Joe
Whitfield have come back to "God's Country" - a regular army man for
many years, the Buropean interlude rubbed off all the glamour for
Whitfield. He has chosen civilian life.

A letter from Mrs. Arthur Nurenberg states her husband is now a
cavtain, Mrs. N, is at Cheyenne, ‘Wyo. and has our news letter sent
each month as she remembers La Crescent with pleasure. Patricla
Webater s also there, Her husband, 8/Sgt. P.V. Mullins, 1s stationed
at #t. Warren. Letters from 'Minston Relder and Hugh Fay are now malled
in Japan. Donnie Loechler la in the Philippines,- Sumari, -mechanic
with the Sea Bees. Artie Oldenburg is back in the Phillonines. —
Johnny Waldow is at Kearns, Utah., Rev. Joe Davy is graduating from
chaplain school at Ft. Benning, Ga.

Robert Umberger had his appreciation of our letters expreseged 1in
a note this month. Robert was to go to Great Lakes for relocation.

Our glrls wrote us during September. WAC Lillian Vetech Richmond,
now a corporal, is always faithful to us and gends us intersoting
messages, Lilllan's spouse ig still in England, If and when dis-
charged, we understand his wife 1s also automatically. Keep us
posted Lillian, And Lorralne Stellick Tofte wrote us that early in
October sne would have been a WAVE a year, She is connected with the
Fleet P,0., records department, says the N.Y. offices have been put
under San Francisco Jurisdiction. She has made petty officer 3/c
rating. She keeps in touch with La Crescent through our letters and
hopes to have her husband meet people here cometime. He is now in
Okinawa.

The 26th was high-lighted by a meeting of parents of Cub Scout
ladg and Jerry Mulr, a new agsistant field executlve, And the
executive board of the C.C. met to plan for the season of monthly
meetings., The usual third Monday was agaln avoropriated, a date we
hope you will keep in mind when furloughing here. e think the time
well spent for pleasure and profit.

Property changes continue., Pete Krog has placed the lower bench
of his farm land on the market. Two corner lots have gone to Al
Overhouse who uged to run the Standard station at Hokeh. Two were
bought by Irvin Reitz and another two by strangers, We understand
D.C. Webster has disposed of ten lots adjoining the Kampshroer
purchage on the south. Yet "westward the course of empilre takes it
way." Also the follewing clipping is from the La Crosse Tribune,

"For 9ale: Small plots of one acre or more. Ideal building location.
One mile west of La Crescent on gurfaced road." Refers to what le
known ag the Walter McArthur farm.

Mr. and Mrs. Loechler are sponsors of this letter. They eay
Donnie isding things he likes now, 1s on Sumari, also going to achool.

Till the end of time,
Your Community.
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Fellow-Citizens:-

As usual, the past month has brought us fine letters from local
iople gerving in the armed forces. Alwaye a pleagure and satisfac-
on,

Now all of you are gtralning forward toward discharge and the
wearing of the little gold pin which Dave Berger so aptly dubs the
"Bird of Paradise." Recently, Fred Taring developed a lovely medley
of the gongs to home in the varlous parts of the U.S.A, with a splen-
did arrangement of "Home, Sweet Home" as a flnale. Knowing, I'm sure,
that your thoughts are of home. "Forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before~-you
press toward the mark for the orize"-~haven and release. Elbert
Reider is scheduled to return., Has left the interior and come out
to shore and the first troop gship he can manage to board.

One of the firet boats to bring troops from Europe with a capa-
city for 2000 troops, brought 1900--~but came into New York the other
day with 5500 troops! How crowded they must have been! But they
were coming home., Bob Bacon, B.M. 3/c is now on transport duty in
the Atlantic, we understand. The A.P.A. boys are the onee who have
to take it on the chin t1ll the rest of you are safely returned., A
fleet of seven ships, each with a capacity for 1500 men-~but carryling
1000 or more extra—-ply back and forth-with no furloughs and possibly
not even shore leave, in order to facilitate faster delivery. Leaving
gay Salpan, it takes 14 days to come " state~slde"~b6 days to take on
gunplies~make preparations for a return trip-and then back for more
nigh-point men. Our Winston Reider-Chas. gavin-and Hugh Fay are of
Pacific A.P.A. Say they would rather not come to U.S. ghores at all,
when they cannot come home, A number of our boys were in the recent
typhoon, and say they really took a beatlng. A friend who was 1in
amphib at Normandy told of the hundred of ships gunk in the English
Channel to qulet the enormous waves that beat the shore, and faclli-
tate the landingas. There 1s nothing to oulet a typhoon t11l it blowse
1tgelf out, they tell us, and the tail end 1s like a glant game of
crack the whip. No troop ships participated in the October 27 Navy
Day celebration. Locally our share of the observance was 3 or 4
coveys of various types navy planes, and an L.S.M. docked at Riverside
Park for 3 daye and open for inspection. On inquiry we were told an
L.S.M, would look like a row boat along side an A.P.A, That while
the A.P.A. landing craft are merry little boats that bob about with
gpeed and versatility, they are hazardous, reouiring skill to manipu-
late safely.

Our Community Club begen its season of gatherings on the 15th.
Two of our new county officers were with us, the county nurse Miss
Hennesgey and Migs Theas, social worker with the ¢hild Welfare Board,
The field executive for Gub Scouts, Jerry Mulr, gave & gpirited talk
urging the organization of our local Cubs into "Packg" or "Dens." .
It seems & golng organization of Scoute 1ls necessary before the "Cubs®,
a sort of understudy group, can begin to function. And the local
Scouts, under the leadership of Mel Hickenbotham, seems to be reall:
going to town. Recently, a cooking demonstratlon at the old historie
apring on "Lake LaCrescent", was "hot business". Lt. D. Yolton,
returned South Pacific pilot, was guest raconteur.

Den Mothere for the Cubs to volunteer to date, are Mrs. Henry

Rhybold, Mrs. Wm. Lathrop, Mrs. Ernest Fowler, with Bill Lathrop as
general chairman,
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At the Cub meeting, we heard read a letter from Lt, Myron {(Mike)
Waldow, giving the dutles of the ship of which he 1s skipper. Ed °
Hurley read a letter written in the office of the Judge Advocate sec-—
tion of Headquarters of the 66th Inf. Div. at St. Martin de Grau,
France, by Dwight 0. Horton--acknowledging the receipt of ocur letters,
Mr, Hurley gave it as one of the fine letter yet to be received, and
i1t was indeed, a thoughtful expression of what most of you are no
doubt thinking. Depressed by the petty wranglings thro-out the world,
after having geen the wreckage from a vast wrangle, he quotes Rudyard
Xiplings great poem="When the tumult and the shouting diee-—the
captaina and the kings depart--0 Lord of Hosts be with us yet, lest
we forget, lest we forget.,"

George Davies was most graclous in appreciation of our letters.
Said, Af need be, to §et home, would gladly do so on hands and knees-=
intimating, it wouldn't be the flrst time, That bank from the high-
way to the main bench of the village is steep. Klds love to glide
down and crawl back. From hies vantage point at the lumber yard, E.C.
Waldgw thinke it hazardous, and feels that the Highway should ereoct
guards,

October brough Irv Vetsch a discharge--aslso Kenneth Yelter,
Frank Voight is home, Otto Larson is hurriedly building himsell a
house on a lot purchased before the war, Don Yolton has been helping
him during his 45 day furlough. Donald expects his discharge. Ed
Ames, after hisg home furlough, went to Santa Ana, Callf. to effect an
anticipated discharge. Ed now plans to take advantage of G.I., school-
ing and attend Marquette at Milwaukee. Harold Broring, discharged,
rushed off to & job in Chicago, after a short visit here. Donald
Frappler has a reprieve from an arduous campaign, and is agaln on our
streete. Bill Richardgon hag 30 days with home folks. Mr., & Mrs.
John Davy were made hapoy by a visit from their chaplain son-
Lt., Joseph Davy- following his "boot" training. He has gone to
Ft. Jackson, §. Car, for replacement., Gordon Fay had a delay-in-
transit, spending the inside part of a week here and 1n Minneapolis,
Gord gaw Ohio State top Minnesota for U. of M.'s first defeat. Ole
lMinnesota hasn't yet got back into form. Gordon was being sent to
Pensacola. Lorraine Stellick Tofte and husband are here, having been
diecharged, Orvie Bob Wetzel gets home every other week-end from Great
Lakes, where he 1s stationed--perhaps till the new year,

mile some come home, others go out, Larry Caven and Wayne Lottec
are now at Great Lakes. We still send out about the usual number of
service letters. Last month 57 letters were addressed and mailed. The
"tumult and the shouting" may die —~home may scem like paradise to
"yous guys", but take it from us, 1t 1s heavenly to have you around--
tho we too let the "shouting die". 3Some we would like to have inter-
viewed to glve you some items--others we have not heams from who are
away. We can say that Jim Richardson has been gent to Cherry Polnt‘
N. Car, Don Fay transferred to Kelly Field, San Antonio, Tex. Don's
old hobby, model airplanes, has come into play. He has coached a
large U.S.0, group in model construction, Judged a dlsplay at the
Macon, Ga. Fair, and rated a flattering newspaper write-up which
carried an exceilent plcture of the young man. Mrs. Harry Caven has
algo gone to San Antonio, Tex. to visit her daughter Dorothy Caven
Roraff. Mrs. Wallace accompanied her to.visit with her husband, Bob,
who 1s stationed in Texas. Eleanor Hasselbusch Miltner has made us an
extended visit from Wyoming, bringing with her a small replica of her-
gelf, Miss Suzanne Miltner. Local real-estate continues on the move.
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Mr. Tom McCaffrey has disposed of his garage tp A, Christianson,

and the property between Carroll's tavern end Freda Knutson Vetach's
place has been bought by Mr. Carroll who disposed of the two lots
Just north of the Vetseh place to Broring and Kletzke who are
erecting & display bullding 40 x 80 feet, having taken on the local

dlgtribution of J, I. Case farm implements. e progresal

v
The County Chairman made Ed Hurley local head of the War Fund
Drive, Mr. Hurley was callsd to Edgerly, 9. Dak. by the passling of
his mother, and the one time "Civilian Defense" women, together with
Ernie Fowler and Orvie Wetzel completed the work, The usual donated
amount wasg the result of over 200 calls., That job--the beautiful
October weather-—~and the monthly calendar wound up about the same

time, as does this news note from 7
Yours feithfully,

The Communlity
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Me Byes!

You know how it is——reporters are supposed to make only verified statements.
Howsome--error crept into our letter last month,

Correction #1, Bob Wallace sccompenied Mrs, Caven to Texas. Mrs, Bob remained
in our fzir village to look after Mrs Javen's family in her ebsence, Mrs, Ceven
went to San Antoine to greet a new grendsonm,

Correction #2, We've four boys in A,P.A,---Art Jensen's name was omitted,

Correction #3, The "Den Mothers"--Mrs. Wm, Oldenburg should have been in the
plece of Mrs, VWm, lathrop. They've got s new one now again—toc—--Mrs, Ervin 3eitz.

Then we neglected to tell you Joe Hodge consummated thet srrangement for a future
with Elain Oldenturg by a church wedding in October, They are now living here in
the village, Mrs, Hodge, Joe's mother, lives in 1a Orosse-—working for Borden's,
3ents her home here to Florence and Marie Fintemsnn, Joe end Elaine live in the
trailer house.

The government has cut down our mailing list emezingly., Those returnees we have
not mentioned previcusly sre the three Munkel boys, Yayne Horton, Eddie Gittens,
Johnny Wsldow, Lee Flentie has come back to the village end st long last,--la Vane
Boehm, Lla Vsne has given s protracted service in the Pacific campalgn., Claudia
Albrecht is "out". Vernon Welter, Ed Fabner, Harvey Willer, George Williams end
lloyd Williems are beck, All find changes, of course., dJohn Waldows family wes en-
sconced in the Henry leidel mpartment., That's the east half of the J., W, Welch
house, Hervey Miller's brother George wes merried and living on St. Jos. 3lidegs.
Moynord Yillisms married snd living in 1- Orosse, lloyd came to find himself the
nerd of hie home #nd family as his older brother, George Glenn had passed on and
bis mother end sister carrying on at the farm,---Fot all the brave people went to the
"front"., OGcorge Devies is at his old stand.

An itching trigger finger still remains %o trntnlize some of our vets. "Fat"
Griffen-Frank Voight-Billy Ferrell went north for deer, F. H., Grover-a seasoned
fan-went up under the Canadian line, They encountered bnd weather and hazardous
driving, 3ords have hai several spells around here of slippery going. A good many
mishaps.

0, yes,- we neglected to tell you the Sopher Spcrtsmen Sponsored that last lette:
The trapper contingent heve been tusy with their hervest., Murs generslly bringtre-
mendous prices——except fox-—of little vrlue and smell bounty. They harvest chickens,
robbits ~nd pheasent--doing a fair clean-up job, Their bark is essily distinquished
on clear frosty nites, Turkeye met their timely finish during this month, Some
people, heving gotten 2 rossting chicken all rendy for Thanksgiving, won a turkey
ot Scenlon's roffle snd celebrated in the treditionnl menner consequently.

Your commnity clud met on the Monday eve previous, ghere we feasted on meat
sondwiches, cookies and coffee! We'd had a fine entertrinment too. Mrs, Broring had
some young friends from a dancing school over town, to do seversl fency and charming
rumbers, W.K.B.H.' lorraine Fewmen Fought seng snd we hnd two reels of films——a
comdey—-to the sadidble delight of the villege off-spring, The other film showed the
prins-teking cere of citrus fruits for our consumption, Jemes Hofer, who is sta=-
tioned on Honshm, some 400 miles north of Tokyo, writes the Japrenese metnod of pro-
tecting epples from frost, Mony spples are growm there, Paper brgs nre tied over
erch spple , Jemes went into the islsnd under full combat--but didn't find anyone to
combat, Jops hed grobbed their blenkets rnd left for prris unknovn, Alresdy Jrmes
gounts points, Artie Oldenburg is practieilly a next door neighbor of Jim's, He's
over on Fores, BElmer lottes, hoving reprired rll the resilrords in Burope, fretsto
return to the stetes, Thot seems to be » generrl phobir, Prge ony of you, There =re
still fifty of you from this corporate on our meiling 1ist, We ndded Frencis Fogel
this month, The Bond Drive, p ¥ovember nctivity, went over rlmost ~t once. Joe
Gittens pnd Ervin eitz filed for pldermen ot the villsge election which will te=l»
ploee Dec, 4th, Mr, 3eitz is » newcomer--works in the office of Strndnrd 0il in
1 Orosse--built s honse some yerrs rgo next to the Earl Gittens home--hrs recently
purchesed two lots in the Pete Krog settlement project,

Wa'lve r bit of snow--mercury hrunts in the twenties mostly--not bed if you ere
scclimnted, OCleudin found it hrrd to toke ofter Texes,
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Donnie loechler's letter from the Philippines wns resd at the 0.0, meeting.
And o letter from Bob Gavin aborrd the 45000 T battle ship New Jersey, acting »s8
fleg ship to the Fifth Fleet in Tokyo Bay, srys he too hes n four yerr enlistment
to sweat out, That when it's over, he'e hot~footing it brck to the best place yet,
We trust we are worthy the nffectionate devotion of our service lads, to the old
home town, Boober nnd Jim Rich enlisted in the marines at the sname time--went
through boot together, but have not met since, Unless we rre mistaken, seven of our
men have gone into the Marines--~or do we stend corrected? 3obert Govin, Jemes
Aicherdson, Elbert leider, Ed, Ames, Francis Welter, John Sprngler, leloy Herloes,
In £net every branch of the service has been well represented except, we believe,
the Const Cusord, Letters have come from all parts of the globe s»nd nre rll on file,
Make interesting resding--fifty yerrs from now, A valusble addition to La Crescentawma.
sl Eucoeaixsg gonerntions since 1852 heve contributed to the brackground of our
loenle--~none more efficiently nor honorably than the present, More power to youl

Your Commnity

Thenlke Dorothy Skelly Ender for the where-with-all for this letter,
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ABOUT THE LACRESCENT AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

We provide community outreach through the History Center, Apple Museum, and
activities that celebrate the area’s history and heritage.

The History Center and Apple Museum
328 South 3rd Street in La Crescent

CONTACT INFORMATION

Mailing Address
P.O.Box 193
La Crescent MIN 55947

Phone
(507) 895-1857

Email
Lahs1857@gmail.com

Web
lacrescenthhistory.org

On Facebook

OUR PURPOSE
To preserve and celebrate the area’s history

< an active accession process, accepting, storing, and displaying documents, photographs,

books, clothing, equipment, and other artifacts, which already account for over 12,000

items

< accessible two-building museum space for our collection
< assistance to individuals with La Crescent or family research

» community outreach that includes speaking to community groups, collaborating with other

organizations and businesses, assisting with Applefest and other special events, and

historical walking tours
< a501(c)(3) organization
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